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IAN  MARKS 


CAN 


WENDOVER  HOUSE  SCHOOL 


Tel:  Chesham  2622 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

8O/82  The  Broadway, 
Chesham, 

Bucks . 

HP5  IDX. 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Chiltern  District  Council, 

LADIES  Am  GENTLEMEN, 

Well  over  a century  ago  the  establishment  of  posts  within 
local  authorities  for  doctors  as  Medical  Officers  of  Health  was  a 
result  of  social  demands  for  preventive  and  hygienic  action  in  the  face 
of  high  mortality.  Turning  to  the  established  professions  for  help 
and  under  the  threat  of  waves  of  such  ominous  epidemic  diseases  as 
cholera, medicine  seemed  the  most  obvious.  It  should  not  be  forgotten 
however  that  the  clergy  also  had  assumed  a preventive  role.  Thro\igh 
Christian  discipline  the  village  of  Eyam  in  Derbyshire  had  contained 
their  own  outbreak  of  plague  by  self-innoculation,  immurement,  and  at 
considerable  cost  to  themselves.  Priests  were  amongst  those 
practising  early  variolation  and  vaccination  against  smallpox. 

Perhaps  it  is  not  the  first  time  therefore  that  there  has 
been  a shift  from  medical  aspects  of  prevention  to  those  involving  social 
workers  religious  or  otherwise.  There  is  however  still  much  confusion 
of  thought  about  prevention  versus  social  action.  Where  society 
becomes  muddled  it  allows  change,  asks  many  questions,  sets  up  a 
multiplicity  of  committees,  teams  etc.  and  provides  many  possible 
solutions  or  no  answers  at  all. 

As  a foim  of  medical  treatment,  poly-pharmacy  is  really  an 
admission  of  ignorance  and  absence  of  any  basic  philosophy.  It  is  in 
this  context  that  one  of  the  remaining  pillars  of  Victorian  society  has 
tottered,  crumbled  and  fallen.  Some  hastily  prefabricated  parts  have 
been  assembled  as  replacements  and  supports  to  the  health  structure  but 
the  model  for  many  of  these,  particularly  those  involving  clinical 
expertise,  have  yet  to  be  made  let  alone  the  profiles  seen. 


The  Court  Committee  reviewing  child  health  services  is  not 
expected  to  report  for  some  time  yet  and  then  only  on  services  to 
children.  There  are  many  other  community  clinical  services  which 
have  required  the  consideration  of  this  erstwhile  M.O.H,  besides 
infectious  disease:  elderly  people,  the  disabled,  housing  problems, 
morbidity  in  the  community  and  dare  one  say  it  mortality.  We  still 
pay  too  little  attention  to  death  as  the  emergence  of  "the  child  abuse 
syndrome"  has  shown.  Physical  accidents  are  just  as  much  preventable 
as  are  accidental  infections  by  the  organisms  of  infectious  disease. 

In  a properly  ordered  society  "an  accident"  would  be  held  to  be  a 
feeble  excuse  for  something  else,  e.g.  impatience,  greed,  selfishness, 
haste,  spite.  Perhaps  we  should  be  advocating  health  education  with 
the  religious  zeal  and  the  resolution  of  the  people  of  Syam,  whether 
it  is  in  the  field  of  prevention  of  social  ills  like  illegitimacy,  and 
battered  babies  or  medical  failures  like  drug  abuse  and  venereal 
disease. 


In  closing,  this  my  last  report,  may  I thank  the  Councils 
present  and  former  for  their  assistance,  encouragement  and  help. 
Locally  over  the  last  nine  years  I have  enjoyed  the  happiest  working 
relationships  with  officers  and  members  alike,  I hope  something  like 
this  can  be  maintained  in  the  future  now  that  our  relationship  is  to 
be  that  of  "being  once  removed". 


B,H,  BURNE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATIST  I GL 


AriERSNAri 


General  Statistics 


Population 

Area  (acres)  of  district 

Number  of  habitable  houses  1st  April,  1973 

Rateable  value  of  area  1st  April,  1973 


69,410 

46,253 

22,582 

£10,673,410  (following 
revaluation 


Net  product  of  a 

penny  rate  1975/74  (actual) 

£105 

Vital  Statistics 

(a)  Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

410 

380 

790 

Illegitimate 

20 

14 

34 

Total  live  births 

450 

594 

824 

) 


Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  11.9 

* Corrected  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

(Comparability  factor  1.08)  12.8 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total 

live  births  4.0 


(b)  Still  Births 

Still  births  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
Total  live  and  still  births 


(c)  Deaths 


Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  one  year)  6 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  7.0 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  8.0 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks) 
per  1,000  total  live  births  6.0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  one  week) 
per  1,000  total  live  births  6.0 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths 
under  one  week  combined)  per  1,000  total  live  and 
still  births  8.0 


2 

826 


3. 


Deaths  (cont'd) 


Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion) 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
Cnide  death  rate  per  1,000  population  9.2 

* Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  population 

(Comparability  factor  I.05)  9.5 


* The  corrected  birth  and  death  rates  are  those  \^rhich  are  obtained 
when  the  crude  local  rates  are  adjusted  to  make  allowance  for  the 
way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population 
differs  from  that  of  England  and  Wales, 


Causes  of  Death 


Once  again  I echo  the  warning  given  in  previous  yeans  that  a 
very  considerable  part  of  the  cause  of  death  from  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  system,  both  from  cancer  and  forms  of  infection,  is 
contributed  by  smoking,  particularly  the  smoking  of  cigarettes. 

The  National  trends  are,  of  course,  seen  better  in  the  figures 
issued  by  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  for  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Social  Security  as  our  local  figures  are  liable  to  more  fluctuation 
because,  for  statistical  purposes,  they  are  relatively  small. 


Male  Female  Total 


B5  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  1 
B6(i)  Late  Effects  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  1 
B18  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  0 
B19(l)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Buccal  Cavity  Etc.  0 
B19(2)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Oesophagus  6 
B19(5)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach  7 
B19(4)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Intestine  7 
B19(5)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Larynx  2 
B19(6)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung,  Bronchus  17 
B19(7)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast  0 
B19(8)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus  0 
B19(9)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Prostate  7 
B19(l0)  Leukaemia  1 
B19(ll)  Other  Malignant  Neoplasms,  Etc,  17 
B20  Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms  3 
B21  Diabetes  Mellitus  3 
B46(i)  Other  Endocrine  Etc,  Diseases  2 
B23  Anaemias  1 


0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

4 

14 

0 

8 

21 

6 

0 

1 

22 

0 

2 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

11 

21 

2 

25 

21 

6 

7 

2 

59 

3 

5 

5 

2 
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Causes  of  Death  (cont'd) 


Male  Female  Total 


B46(5) 

Mental  Disorders 

1 

4 

5 

B46(4) 

Multiple  Sclerosis 

1 

2 

3 

B46(5) 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  Etc. 

4 

3 

7 

B26 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

5 

2 

7 

B27 

Hypertensive  Heart  Disease 

3 

4 

7 

B28 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

101 

67 

168 

B29 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

11 

33 

44 

B50 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

31 

47 

78 

B46(6) 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

12 

11 

23 

B51 

Influenza 

0 

1 

1 

B52 

Pneumonia 

20 

31 

51 

B53(l) 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

21 

8 

29 

B46(7) 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

2 

4 

B54 

Peptic  Ulcer 

5 

4 

9 

B56 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

1 

3 

4 

B37 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

1 

2 

B46(8) 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

0 

5 

5 

B38 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

1 

3 

B46(9) 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

2 

1 

3 

B46(10)  Diseases  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous  Tissue 

0 

1 

1 

B46(11)  Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

1 

2 

3 

B42 

Congenital  Anomalies 

4 

0 

4 

B43 

Difficult  Delivery  and/or  Anoxic  Condition 

2 

2 

4 

B45 

Symptoms  and  Ill-Defined  Conditions 

1 

1 

2 

BE47 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

10 

1 

11 

BE48 

All  Other  Accidents 

2 

3 

5 

BE49 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injiiries 

Total  All  Causes 

0 

3I8 

1 

324 

1 

642 

(The  fi^oires  in  the  left  hand  column  refer  to  the  International 
Statistical  Classification  of  Diseases,  Injiories  and  Causes  of 
Death,  based  on  recommendations  of  the  Eighth  Revision  Conference, 
1965,  and  adopted  by  the  Nineteenth  World  Health  Assembly). 


5. 


GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 


CHESHAIl 


General  Statistics 


Population  (estimated  mid-year  1973)  20,830 
Area  (acres)  of  district  3»489 
Number  of  inhabited  dwellings 

(per  Valuation  List)  7,194 
Rateable  value  of  area  (31 *12. 73)  £2,905,058 
Product  of  Penny  Rate  1973/74  (actual)  £27,647 


Vital  Statistics 


(a)  Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

170 

173 

343 

Illegitimate 

4 

5 

9 

Total  live  births 

174 

178 

352 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

* Corrected  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
(Comparability  factor  .97) 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total 
live  births 


16.9 

16.4 


3.0 


(b)  Still  Births 


Still  births  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  19 

Total  live  and  still  births  359 

(c)  Deaths 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  xmder  one  year)  9 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  26.00 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  26.00 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  fourweeks) 
per  1,000  total  live  births  23.00 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  one  week) 
per  1,000  total  live  births  20.00 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths 
under  one  week  combined)  per  1,000  total  live  and 
still  births  39.00 


6. 


Deaths  (cont'd) 


Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion) 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population  7.8 

* Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  population 

(Comparability  factor  1.25)  9.8 

* The  corrected  birth  and  death  rates  are  those  which  are  obtained 
when  the  crude  local  rates  are  adjusted  to  make  allowance  for 
the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local 
popvilation  differs  from  that  of  England  and  Wales, 


Causes  of  Death 


B19(3)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 
B19(4)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Intestine 
B19(6)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung,  Bronchus 
B19(7)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast 
B19(8)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus 
B19(9)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Prostate 
B19(l0)  Leukaemia 

B19(ll)  Other  Malignant  Neoplasms,  Etc. 

B24  Meningitis 

B27  Hypertensive  Heart  Disease 

B28  Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

B29  Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

B30  Cerebrovascular  Disease 

B46(6)  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

B32  Pneiimonia 

B33(1)  Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

B34  Peptic  Ulcer 

B46(8)  Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 
B46(9)  Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 
B46(11)  Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 
B42  Congenital  Anomalies 

B45  Difficult  Delivery  and/or  Anoxic  Condition 
B44  Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 
B45  Symptoms  and  Ill-Defined  Conditions 
BE48  All  other  accidents 

Total  All  Causes 


Male  Female  Total 


0 2 2 

5 2 5 

12  3 15 

0 4 4 

0 2 2 

2 0 2 

10  1 

5 5 10 

10  1 

2 0 2 

24  22  46 

3 6 9 

4 14  18 

4 3 7 

2 9 11 

6 3 9 

10  1 

13  4 

112 
0 2 2 

3 2 5 

10  1 

2 0 2 

10  1 

oil 


79  84  163 


7. 


COUNTY  OF  BUCKINGHAM 

POPULATIONS,  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1975 


CO 


^ § 

(D  -H 

P-i  O -P 

O Qi 

d tH  p. 

P O 

Ph 


P 

P 


u 

<D 


P 


p 

c 

p 

'O 

o 

p 

P 

•rH 

rev 

Ci5 

-P 

-p 

03 

03 

CJV 

P 

a 

1 — 1 

rH 

ro 

•rH 

0 

1 

P 

HJ 

Pvt3 

-p 

m 

o 

•H 

w 

pp 

•H 

P 

fP 

p 

o 

•rH 

ra 

-p 

0 

o3 

m 

g 

PV  o 

o 

fp 

I — I 

r— 

CJN 


-p 

o 

•H 

P 

-P 

m 

•H 

(P 


P o 

P -H 
P^O  -P 

OOCMrHVO  OVrH-^CJVLTVCJvreV 

OV 

O o3 

P O rH 

'^co  0'=tvoavLPirevoioco 

LTV 

-P  - P 

1 — 1 cvji — ii — 1 I — ti — ic\ii — ii — 1 

1 — 1 

03  rH  pH 

P O 

fP 

c\lOOCT^c0Lf^Lr^^Da^Lf^^- 


cocr\C^t^c^vDco  c^'^d-oo  k> 


OLr\-^CM  r^cvo  iHLPOvp 
O rr\  '=^VD  I^CM  CTnOVO  C3^ 

1^  rH  CM  iH  m rH  1^- 


•^VDi-ir—  CMlTN'^tVO'^U^iH 

(HCTNf— C — 

MD  VO  rev  a^r^p^^cM 


ooooooooooo 
CM  o irvcrvrcvLrvov-^-^vo  c^ 

'^r-'^CMOOOViHCJvOOCM 


I — 1 I — I rev  LTV  o I — I I — I 

iH  rev  CM  VD  iH 


OV 

CO 


avirvc--vD  c^vD  o crv^irviH 

vDt^CMC^'=tLrV'=j-'^revc--cvj 

LfvcovD  O -^Ovrevt^revO  co 


OiHOLTNOrevCTvrHvDt^rev 
-^rprev  CM  LTVrH  COrH 


VD 


CO 


irvl 

CD 


erv 

VO 

CO 


CMCMOlV-C^VDCrvCM 


cJviHCJvco  ot>-irNC^ 


CMVOrevCMOVDVOOLPi 

^CM  ovrevco  covo  -^vo 

VO  VO  I — I I — I LTV 


CTvc^revco  revLfvOvco 


rH  rev-'^o  '^VD  ltvltv 


rH  C^  CTV  O C^  VO 
CM  CM  CO  VO 

CO  LTV  ( — I C CM  I — I I — I 


oooooooo 

rH  "^O  -^CTvrrVrH  O 

•^CJvreV'^}-c^ rev'=tr~- 


OVC^OCMVOrHO'^t- 
VO  rev  rH  r—  iH  rH  iH 


VOCMC—  1— IrH-^t^CMO 
CrvLCVLfVLPv-^LrVCM  rH  OV 
'cj-  LfV  LTV  O CO  r—  rH  reNjvD 


CO  CO  OV  CM  LfV  O O 
VO  rO\  [;■  , — I , — I , — 1 


>1  a 

p p 
W -H 
P ;S£i 
rH  O 
>v  0 


o3 

fP 

-P 

P 

O 


P 


o 

rH 
C(D  W 
C P 


-5^  pq  W Js;  :3c 


P 

rO 

a 

o 

o 

>; 


erv 


IvO 

ervj 

CM 


CJV  O 


CO 


rev  VO 
irv  OV 
rev  VO 

W<  9 

Lrv|q- 

co 

LTV 


rev 


rev 

VO 

OV 

LTV 

VD 


a 


[ 


F, 


HEALTH  SERVICES 


1.  HOSPITAL  SERVICES 


The  Che sham  Urban  District  and  Am er sham  Rural  District  were 
situated  within  the  area  of  the  High  Wycombe  and  District  Management 
Committee  of  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Hospitals  available  for  the  District  are  as  follows 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
General 


Infectious  Diseases 
Psychiatric 
Maternity  Cases 

Subnormal 
Accidents  and 
Emergency 


Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanitorium, 

Peppard  Common. 

Chesham  Cottage  Hospital 

Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital,  Aylesbury 

Amersham  General  Hospital 

Tindal  General  Hospital,  Aylesb\rry 

Royal  Buckinghamshire  Hospital,  Aylesbury 

Wycombe  General  Hospital 

Chalfonts  and  Gerrards  Cross  Hospital 

Isolation  Hospital,  Stoke  Mandeville 

St.  John’s  Hospital,  Stone 

The  Stone  Maternity  Home,  Chalfont  St.  Giles 
Amersham  General  Hospital 
Borocourt  Hospital,  Nr.  Reading,  Berks. 
24-hour  service,  Wycombe  General  Hospital 
9 a.m,  - 5 p.m,  (weekdays  only)  Amersham 
General  Hospital. 


2 . LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


Bacteriological  laboratory  facilities  are  provided  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratories  situated  at  Oxford,  Luton,  Watford  and 
the  Pathology  Laboratory  at  Amersham  General  Hospital  for  the 
examination  of  certain  specimens  for  screening  of  food  handlerso 

Samples  of  water  and  sewage  effluent  for  chemical  analysis 
are  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst,  London  Borough  of  Southwark. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


This  service  is  provided  by  the  Co-unty  Coioncil,  the  Chesham 
and  Amersham  Districts  being  covered  by  the  sub-station  at  Chiltem 
Road,  Amersham  (Telephone  No.  Amersham  7154)  from  7.00  a.m.  - 11.00  p.m. 
The  main  station  at  High  Wycombe  (Telephone  No.  21871)  provides  a 
24-hour  cover  to  the  whole  of  the  area. 
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CHILD  HEALTH  CLINICS 


Child  Health  Clinics  at  which  mothers  can  obtain  help  and 
advice  in  the  case  of  babies  and  young  children  and  arrange  for 
immunisation  are  provided  as  follows 


St.  John's  Ambulance  Hall, 

Chi  Item  Avenue,  Amersham 

Open 

Every  Tuesday 

M.O.  attends 

Every  Tuesday 

Baptist  Hall,  Amersham  (Old 
Town) 

2nd  and  4th 

Tuesday 

2nd  and  4th 
Tuesday 

Scout  Hall,  Chalfont  St.  Giles 

Every  Monday 

1st  and  5rd 
Monday 

Community  Centre,  Chalfont  St. 
Peter. 

Every  Friday 

1st  and  5rd 
Friday 

Village  Hall,  Chartridge 

3rd  Thursday 

5rd  Thursday 

Village  Hall,  Cholesbury 

2nd  and  4th 
Thursday 

4th  Thursday 

Baptist  Church  Hall,  Great 
Missenden 

4th  Monday 

4th  Monday 

Village  Centre,  Holmer  Green 

Every  Wednesday 

Every  Wednesday 

Little  Chalfont  Hall 

1st  and  5rd 

Monday 

1st  and  5rd 
Monday 

Village  Hall,  Prestwood 

2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday 

2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday 

Parish  Room,  Tylers  Green 

Last  Wednesday 

Last  Wednesday 

Village  Hall,  Ballinger 

1st  Thursday 

1st  Thursday 

Chesham  School  Clinic  and 

Health  Centre,  Germain  Street, 
Chesham. 

Each  Wednesday 
and  Friday 

1st,  2nd,  5rd 
and  4th  Friday 
and  1st  and  3rd 
Wednesday 

Chesham  Community  Hall, 

Windsor  Road,  Pond  Park 

2nd  and  4th 

Monday 

2nd  and  4th 
Monday 

All  the  above  sessions  are  held  between  2 - 4 p.m 
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HEALTH  VISITING 


A health  visiting  service  is  provided  hy  the  County  Council 
for  health  education  of  the  public  and  personal  guidance  to  families 
seeking  advice® 

7.  HOME  HELP  SERVICES 


This  scheme  provides  for  help  to  be  given  in  the  homes  of 
people  suffering  from  chronic  or  acute  illness  including  old  age  and 
pregnancy.  The  scheme  is  administered  by  the  Local  Organiser  operating 
from  the  School  Clinic,  Germain  Street,  Chesham. 

8.  CERVICAL  CYTOLOGY  CLINICS 


These  are  held  on  Tuesdays  between  10  a.m.  and  11  a.m.  at 
Chesham  Cottage  Hospital  and  on  alternate  Monday  mornings  at  Amersham 
Hospital  in  the  Outpatients'  Department  and  are  run  by  the  local  Health 
Authority.  Application  cards  are  available  from  General  Practitioners 
and  Health  Visitors,  or  direct  from  the  Health  Visitors'  Office,  Germain 
Street  Clinic,  Chesham  (mornings  only)  Tel:  Chesham  5991  and  from  the 
Public  Health  Department, 

9c  MOBILE  CHEST  X-RAY  SERVICE 


In  his  Annual  Report  for  the  year,  the  Medical  Director 
reported  that  the  number  of  examinations  for  the  whole  region  was  dov/n 
ly  5»045  over  the  previous  year. 

A survey  was  carried  out  in  December  1975  of  people  living  in 
the  Bellingdon  Road  and  Asheridge  Road  industrial  areas  of  Chesham, 

The  results  of  the  survey  are  given  below. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Number  Examined 

555 

555 

1,110 

Number  referred  to  General  Practitioner 

- 

1 

1 

Number  referred  to  Chest  Physician 

4 

- 

4 

10.  RADIOGRAPHY 


Certain  cases  are  referred  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  the  hospital,  free  of  cost,  depending  on  the  type  of  service 
required. 
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EDUCATION  ACT,  1944  - riCHOOL  HRAhTIl  SERVICE 


The  work  of  the  School  Health  Service  is  administered  from 
the  offices  at  55  High  Street,  Amersham  (Telephone:  Amersham  5051), 

The  Medical  Officer  has  the  responsibility  for  this  service  in  Amersham 
and  Chesham.  The  report  of  the  Divisional  School  Medical  Officer  is 
contained  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  Medical  Officer  to  Alfriston  Special 
School;  Stony  Dean  Special  School,  Amersham,  the  Partially-hearing 
Unit  at  Woodside  School,  Amersham,  the  Home  Group  for  Physically 
Handicapped  Children,  Heritage  House  Special  School,  Nalders  Road, 
Chesham  and  Prestwood  Lodge  Special  School. 

12.  MENTAL  HEALTH  ACT,  1959 

Mental  Welfare  Officers  and  Social  Workers  are  available  from 
the  office  of  the  Area  Social  Services  Department,  32  Octagon  Parade, 
High  Wycombe,  (Tel:  High  Wycombe  52861 ) and  out  of  working  hours  via 
the  Ambulance  Service. 

There  is  a purpose-built  Senior  Training  Centre,  the  Nalders 
Road  Industrial  Unit,  Chesham. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  approved  by  the  Co\mty 
Mental  Health  Authority  to  recommend  action  under  various  sections  of 
the  Mental  Health  Act, 

13.  MEDICAL  COMFORTS  DEPOT 

The  Medical  Comforts  Depot  situated  at  the  rear  of  122  High 
Street,  Chesham,  and  organised  by  the  Chesham  Nursing  Division  of 
the  St.  John's  Ambulance  Brigade,  has  again  rendered  valuable  service 
not  only  in  this  area  but  throughout  the  County. 

Close  liaison  is  maintained  with  general  practitioners. 
Hospitals  Medical  Social  Workers,  Health  Visitors,  District  Nurses  and 
Mid-wives, 


It  is  a pleasure  to  give  below  the  interesting  and 
infomnative  report  that  has  been  received  from  Mrs,  Janet  Mash,  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  Depot. 

"For  over  50  years  the  Medical  Comforts  Depot  has  been 
helping  the  sick  and  infirm  people  of  our  Town  and  surrounding  districts. 
1973  has  continued  quietly  in  furthering  that  help  to  992  in  various  ways 
and  issued  2,102  medical  aids.  We  are  very  glad  the  Doctors  recommend 
the  Depot  to  their  patients,  A complete  list  of  items  for  loan  has 
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been  placed  in  each  of  the  local  Doctors  surgeries.  District  nurses, 
hospital  social  workers  and  local  health  visitors  all  use  the  Depot, 
Often  we  are  able  to  help  them  imtil  County  Stores  replace  at  a later 
date. 


We  have  again  purchased  more  wheelchairs,  commodes,  ejector 
seats  and  ripple  beds.  Ripple  bed  engines  purchased  before  19^9  can 
no  longer  be  repaired,  these  have  been  replaced  and  a f^xrther  10  units 
bought.  The  new  single  cellbed  cannot  be  repaired,  but  has  been 
reduced  in  price.  Requests  from  district  nurses  for  ripple  beds  for 
their  terminally  ill  patients  is  greater  than  ever, 

A new  piece  of  equipment  added  to  our  stock  this  year  is  an 
arthritic  trolley. 

One  of  the  casualties  of  fuel  shortage  has  been  the  difficulty 
in  obtaining  supplies  of  north  pad  which  is  a synthetic  material. 

This  year  our  one  armed  self-propelling  wheel  chair  has  been 
loaned  to  Amersham  and  High  Wycombe  hospitals  in  order  to  see  if  it 
was  suitable  for  patients  to  manage,  before  one  was  ordered  from  Coxinty 
Stores,  This  chair  can  be  adapted  for  either  a left  or  right  handed 
patient. 


The  annual  Sale  of  Work  was  held  in  December  and  raised  £239 • 
This  Sale  not  only  raises  money  for  the  Depot,  but  it  enables  the 
helpers  to  meet  socially  during  the  year. 

We  are  most  grateful  to  the  many  organisations  of  the 
district  who  continually  help  us  with  funds.  We  can  assure  them  that 
their  moneys  are  used  to  alleviate  sviffering  and  re-equip  the  Depot. 

All  the  many  helpers  have  again  given  valuable  service  to  the 
Depot  in  various  ways,  and  also  on  occasions  delivered  items  to 
patients  vinable  to  collect  themselves.  Although  the  Depot  is  only 
open  4 hoTxrs  each  week,  the  telephone  is  manned  most  hours  of  the  day, 
and  this  enables  equipment  to  be  borrowed  at  very  short  notice.  We 
feel  this  is  a very  important  part  of  our  work. 

We  wotild  like  to  thank  the  County  Council  for  the  use  of  the 
building  and  supplying  electricity”. 

14.  DR,  HELEN  DAVIDSON  MEDICAL  COMFORTS  DEPOT 


Part  of  the  Helen  Davidson  Memorial  Fund  was  devoted  to  the 
equipping  of  a medical  comforts  depot  in  the  St.  John  Ambulance  H.Q's., 
Chichester  Row,  Amersham,  The  depot,  (known  as  the  Dr.  Helen 
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Davidson  Room)  was  opened  in  19^9  and  the  hours  of  opening  are  as 
follows 

Tuesdays  - 2 to  3.50. p.m. 

Thiirsdays  - 8 to  10  p.m. 

Enquiries  may  be  made  at  other  times  at  92  Plantation  Road, 
Amersham,  or  over  the  telephone  at  Amersham  6721  or  7788,  These 
times  are  arranged  in  conjunction  with  the  opening  times  of  the 
British  Red  Cross  Medical  Comforts  Depot  in  Chiltem  Avenue,  Amersham, 
which  are  as  follows: 


Mondays 
Wednesdays  - 
Fridays 


6.30  to  7.50  p.m, 
2 to  3 p.m, 

2 to  5 p.m. 


The  list  of  items  available  for  nursing  patients  at  home, 
include  the  following,  and  general  practitioners  were  advised  that 
these  facilities  should  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  their  patients 
who  may  be  in  needt- 


Wheelchairs 
Commodes 
Bed  cradles 
Bed  blocks 
Bedpans 
Urinals 


Air  rings 
Backrests 
Feeding  cups 
Bath  seats 
Bath  rails 
Raised  toilet  seats 


Rubber  bath  mats 
Draw  sheets 
Mackintosh  Sheets 
Cellular  blankets 
Fracture  boards 
Self-lifting  seats 
Hoist. 


15.  OCCUPATIONAL  THERAPY 


The  Occupational  Therapy  Centre  serving  the  Chesham  area, 
which  was  previously  held  in  hired  premises  at  Great  Missenden,  was 
transferred  to  more  modem  premises  at  122  High  Street,  Chesham,  in 
September  1970.  These  were  adapted  to  incorporate  the  special 
facilities  required  by  disabled  persons,  and  include  two  therapy 
rooms,  a small  assessment/kitchen  ■unit,  and  a caiqjentry  workshop. 

The  Centre  is  open  full  time  and  serves  Chesham  and  the 
surrounding  district.  It  provides  20  places  and  the  number  of 
patients  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1973  was  58.  The  number  of 
attendances  made  by  patients  during  the  year  was  2,571. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DENTISTRY 


(a)  Visit  of  Under-Graduate  Dental  Students 

A party  of  approximately  50  fourth  year  dental  students 
and  their  tutors  visited  Chesham  on  the  12th  and  IJth  June  from  the 
Royal  Dental  Hospital,  Leicester  Square,  This  is  the  sixth  year 
we  have  arranged  this,  and  for  the  fourth  year  it  extended  over 
two  days.  Students  spent  the  night  at  Woodrow  High  House,  Amersham, 
and  a very  full  programme  of  talks,  discussions  and  visits  took 
place,  I am  most  grateful  to  all  the  participants  who  contributed 
to  the  success  of  the  two  day  course  and  only  wished  we  v:ere  able  to 
do  the  same  for  medical  students.  At  present  this  work  is  limited 
to  the  occasional  visits  of  under-graduate  and  post-graduate  students 
to  clinical  sessions  at  the  Germain  Street  Clinic,  The  students 
are  from  the  Royal  Free  Hospital. 

(b)  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  Section  28 

(Prevention  of  Diseas^ 

Fluoridation  of  Water  Supplies 

During  the  year  no  further  action  was  talcen  by  the  Council 
to  secure  the  fluoridation  of  the  water  supplied  to  the  town. 

The  fluoride  content  of  the  water  supplied  by  the  Council's 
undertaking  is  0,04  parts/million  according  to  the  last  analysis 
carried  out  in  March,  1969* 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS  1948  - 1951 


1.  REMOVAL  TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF  PERSONS  IN  NIED  OF  CARE 
AND  ATTENTION  - National  Assistance  Act  1948 < Section  47 

Under  this  Section  when  persons  : - 

(a)  are  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease  or  heing  aged, 
infirm  or  physically  incapacitated  are  living  in 
insanitary  conditions,  and 

(b)  are  unahle  to  devote  to  themselves  and  are  not  receiving 
from  other  persons  proper  care  and  attention  the  local 
authority  may  aply  to  a court  of  summary  jurisdiction  or 
to  a Justice  of  the  Peace  for  an  order  to  remove  the 
person  to  a suitable  place. 

In  general  it  is  felt  preferable  for  persons  of  good  mental 
state  to  be  persuaded  to  accept  more  suitable  care  voluntarily.  Most 
patients  and  relatives  will  accept  the  combined  advice  of  both  general 
practitioner  and  medical  officer  of  health  and  can  see  the  advantages 
of  informal  admissions  and  discharges. 

Administration  of  this  Section  of  the  Act  remained  the 
statutory  duty  of  the  District  Councils  after  the  establishment  of  the 
Social  Services  Department. 

2.  BURIAL  OR  CRE^^ATION  OF  THE  DEAD 
National  Assistance  Act  1948,  Section  30 

Under  this  section  the  District  Councils  have  the  duty  to 
arrange  for  the  b\xrial  of  any  person  who  has  died  in  their  area,  if  no 
siii table  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  body  are  being  made. 

(where  the  deceased  has  an  estate  the  costs  are  recoverable) . 

It  was  not  necessary  to  talce  action  under  these  sections  during 
the  year  by  either  authority, 

3.  OLD  PEOPLE’S  WELFARE  COMITTEES 


The  following  reports  have  been  received  from  the  various 
Old  People's  Welfare  Committees  in  the  district 

Chesham  and  District  Old  People's  Welfare  Committee 

(Age  Concern)  Hon,  Secretary;  )^rs.  L.M.  Esseen,  122  V/hite 

Hill,  Chesham.  (Tel:  Chesham  313^) 

The  Chiropody,  Hairdressing  Clubs  and  daily  recreation 
services  are  functioning  well  thanks  to  our  invaluable  voluntary  helpers, 
thoxogh  the  demand  on  the  Chiropody  Service  threatens  to  cause  a breakdovm. 
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Over  the  years  the  Comini t tee  has  b('on  fp?eatly  concerned  about 
the  condition  and  resotirces  in  the  kitchen,  and  this  year,  the  Rotary 
Club  has  come  to  our  aid  with  an  offer  to  pilot  a scheme  for  alteration 
to  the  kitchen.  The  outline  plan  for  this  has  been  agreed  by  the 
Council  and  some  financial  aid  promised  by  both.  We  hope  that  by  next 
year  the  work  will  be  completed  and  we  shall  at  last  be  able  to  provide 
the  number  of  meals  demanded  in  a kitchen  which  is  properly  designed  and 
equipped. 


Although  we  are  proud  of  the  care  that  Chesham  has  for  its  old 
folk,  it  must  be  said  that  new  offers  of  voluntary  help  are  scarce  these 
days  and  most  of  the  work  depends  on  the  "old  faithfuls"  and  they  are 
getting  old  themselves.  ¥e  badly  need  a transfusion  of  new  blood. 

Frestwood  and  Great  Kingshill  Hon.  Secretary:  R.C. Franklin 

Connaught  Lodge,  Hair dwood  Lane,  Prestwood,  Great  Missenden 

(Tel;  Great  Missenden  2973) 

O'Ur  activities  continue  to  expand  with  a corresponding  increase 
in  expenditure.  However  1975  has  been  a very  satisfactory  year 
financially.  Oiir  f\md  raising  programme  was  most  successful  and 
donations  from  regular  supporters  more  generous  than  ever  making  it 
possible  to  distribute  fuel  on  the  usual  basis  and  to  meet  every  demand 
for  aid.  Due  to  the  kindness  of  shonpers  it  was  possible,  once 
more,  to  deliver  over  100  parcels  of  groceries  in  addition  to  the  usual 
items  of  Christmas  cheer. 

All  requests  for  transport  have  been  met  and  our  members  of  the 
Thursday  Club  continue  to  enjoy  the  hospitality  organised  by  the  Great 
Missenden  Old  People's  Welfare  Committee,  all  of  which  is  so  much 
appreciated. 

Amersham  and  District  Hon.  Secretary;  Mrs.  J.  Ellis,  Swinton, 

144  White  Lion  Road,  Little  Chalfont.  (Tel;  Little 

Chalfont  2856) 

The  year  1975  has  been  more  of  a challenge  than  the  previous 
year.  More  contacts  have  been  made  with  the  elderly  who  have  been 
visited.  Help  has  been  given  by  Senior  girls  and  boys  at  local  schools, 
visiting,  doing  odd- jobs,  and  giving  parcels  at  Christmas.  The  Clubs 
have  been  very  active  in  1975 » their  members  have  enjoyed  afternoon 
coach  trips,  outings  to  see  the  sights  of  London  and  theatre  trips.  The 
W.R.Y.S.  have  helped  with  transport,  taking  elderly  people  to  hospital, 
both  as  patients  and  as  visitors.  The  Chiropody  Clinic  continues  to 
function  very  successfully.  570  Christmas  parcels  were  distributed. 
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Gerrarda  Cross  and  Chalfonte  Hon.  Secretary;  Mrs.  P.V. 

Durtnal.  39  Latchmoor  Way.  Gerrards  Cross. 

(Tel;  Gerrards  Cross  84379^ 

The  basic  work  of  the  Committee,  the  regular  domiciliary- 
visiting  of  old  people  to  relieve  loneliness  and  to  report  need,  has 
continued  as  usual,  while  the  three  chiropody  clinics  have  operated 
fully,  giving  over  1200  treatments  in  the  year.  Other  activities  such 
as  the  provision  of  fuel  in  needy  cases,  help  with  T.V.  licences  and 
repairs  and  the  distribution  of  Christmas  parcels  are  part  of  the 
routine  as  is  the  sale  at  cost  of  tea,  Horlicks  and  Ovaltine. 

The  Committee  continues  to  work  closely  with  the  local 
doctors  and  Health  Visitors  and  has  been  fortunate  enough  to  retain 
the  services  of  Cotincillor  Sanderson  on  the  Ebcecutive  Committee  as 
representing  the  Amersham  R.D.C. 

Great  Missenden  and  District  Hon.  Secretary;  S.V.  Svirry 

'*Holmleigh** « London  Road,  Great  Mjssenden  (Tel;  Great 

Missenden  35891 

The  "Autumn  Fair"  was  held  in  November  at  the  new  Memorial 
Centre  for  the  first  time  and  was  a great  success.  Members  of  "The 
Thursday  Club",  a club  run  by  the  Committee  in  a hall  kindly  loaned 
by  The  Baptist  Church,  again  headed  the  list  of  stallholders  by  the 
amount  they  raised. 

A second  distribution  of  coal  during  the  winter  was  made  in 
Jan\xary.  Each  of  25  elderly  people  received  5 cwt.  while  12  had  money 
in  lieu  for  electricity. 

Holidays  for  two  elderly  couples  were  provided  last  summer. 

Several  elderly  people  were  entertained  on  Christmas  Day  by 
Chesham  Youth  Club,  transport  being  provided  by  the  Round  Table  who 
continue  to  help  the  old  neople  in  many  ways. 

The  Committee  have  made  enquiries  and  had  discussions  on  the 
possibility  of  establishing  an  "Abbeyfield  Home"  in  the  district. 
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MEALS  SERVICE 


In  addition  to  the  meals-on-wheels  seirvice  provided  by  the 
Old  People's  Welfare  Committee  to  elderly  persons  in  their  houses  and 
to  the  meals  provided  by  the  Committee  at  Temperance  Hall,  a valuable 
contribution  to  this  important  welfare  service  is  provided  by  the 
Wallington  Road  Luncheon  Club,  a voluntary  organisation  using  the 
facilities  at  the  Cotincil's  Community  Centre,  Meals  are  provided  for 
elderly  persons  living  in  the  Deansway  and  Elm  Tree  Hill  area  on  two 
days  each  week. 

During  1973 » the  Old  People's  Welfare  Committee  provided 
about  6,750  meals,  either  at  recipients'  homes  or  at  the  Centre, 

The  Wallington  Road  Luncheon  Club  provided  approximately  5»800, 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  many  voluntary  workers  who  make  it 
possible  to  maintain  these  services. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


1.  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  table  below  gives  the  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  1975  together  with  figures  for  the  two  previous  years: 


AMERSHAM 

Cases  Notified 

1971 

1972 

1973 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

80 

158 

276 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

14 

4 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  

21 

19 

18 

Pood  Poisoning  

31 

43 

75 

Dysentery  . 

1 

2 

5 

Infective  Jaundice 

25 

5 

9 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary  

8 

6 

7 

Non-Pulmonary  

2 

CHESHAM 

Cases  Notified 

1971 

1972 

1975 

M03tSl6S  •••  • m 0 •••  •••  ••• 

10 

11 

152 

Whooping  Cough  

4 

1 

- 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  , . . ... 

- 

- 

- 

Sonne  Dysentery  

- 

5 

1 

Infective  Hepatitis  

Tuberculosis 

3 

2 

1 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

5 

3 

5 

Non-Pulmonary  

1 

2 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  in  Chesham  during 

the  year. 
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IMMUNIZATIONS  AND  VACCINATIONS 


! RE-INPORCING 

Measles 

1 

■ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Polio 

1 

roy 

M) 

(M 

t — 1 

1 

CM 

1 — 1 

Triple 

1 

(M 

LTN 

( — i 

1 — 1 

16 

Tetanus 

1 

1 

iH 

17 

124 

M3 

1 — 1 

Diphtheria/ 

Tetanus 

1 

iH 

1 

1 — 1 

o 

o 

1 — 1 

o 

CM 

LPi 

1 — 1 

1 

Ph 

Measles 

1 

ir\ 

f-^ 

ir\ 

iH 

1 — 1 
CM 

19 

1 

726 

Polio 

cr\ 

CO 

MO 

LP\ 

m 

1 — i 

CM 

1 

o 

r— 

Triple 

ro, 

ro 

CO 

MO 

rrs 

LTN 

1 — 1 

1 

1 

740 

P4 

Tetanus 

1 

■ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Diphtheria/^ 

Tetanus 

' 

CM 

1 

CM 

1 

00 

Year  of 
Birth 

1973 

1972 

1 — i 

On 

o 

cro 

1 — 1 

1969-66 

others 

Totals 

o 

M 

o 

O 

M 

§ 

Measles 

1 

■ 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

Polio  j 

1 

■ 

to 

i-H 

1 

1 

Triple 

1 

I 

CM 

1 — 1 

CM 

■ 

lTO 

Tetanus 

1 

1 

1 

CM 

CO 

'c:- 

64 

Diphtheria/ 

Tetanus 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CTn 

CM 

26 

LTN 

LTV 

Ph 

Ph 

Measles 

1 

CO 

CM 

72 

12 

00 

1 

O 

hTs 

Polio 

CM 

MO 

CM 

K> 

22 

ir\ 

CM 

1 

p- 

OA 

Triple 

1 

I — 1 

CM 

21 

Lr\ 

1 1 

1 

CO 

hTN 

Tetanus 

1 

1 

1 

1 — t 

1 

1 

rH 

Diphtheria/ 

Tetanus 

1 

1 — 1 

1 

1 1 

1 

MO 

Year  of 
Birth 

K-\ 

c-~- 

C!^ 

1 — I 

1972 

1 — 1 

1970 

MO 

MO 

(T\ 

MO 

o^ 

rH 

Others 

! Totals 

ki 


Smallpox 


It  is  not  now  usual  to  give  smallpox  vaccination  at  the 
clinics  to  infants  during  the  second  year  of  life.  The  incidence  of 
side  effects  from  vaccination  is  lowest  at  this  age,  but  \inless  there 
is  a specific  reason  (e.g,  travel  abroad)  risk  of  infection  in  the 
United  Kingdom  is  regarded  as  very  slight  now, 

Tuberciilosis 


B,C,G,  vaccination  at  about  the  age  of  12  to  15  years  and 
all  immigrant  school  children  is  provided  by  the  School  Health 
Service,  In  the  Amersham  and  Chesham  Division  it  is  pleasing  to 
note  that  once  again  there  was  an  excellent  response  from  parents i 


The  B,C.G,  vaccination  is  preceded  by  a tuberculin  test 
which  indicates  whether  the  individual  has  in  the  past  been  infected 
with  tuberculosis.  Most  of  these  infections  are  very  mild  and  cause 
no  definite  symptoms.  The  number  reacting  to  this  test  is  a measure 
of  the  past  exposure  of  these  children  to  tuberculosis  and  in  this 
context  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  following  figures 


Tuberculin  Test  Positive  (excluding 


Year 

those  reacting  due 
Vaccination) 

1965 

5.5/^ 

1975 

Those  children  who  react  strongly  to  this  test  are  later 
referred  to  the  Chdst  Physician  for  further  consideration  and  possibly 
radiological  screening  of  the  chest. 


Influenza  Vaccine 


As  in  previous  years,  routine  vaccination  against  Influenza 
was  offered  to  members  of  the  Co\incil's  staff  and  a number  of  the 
staff  took  advantage  of  the  offer. 
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SECTION  2 


REPORT  OF 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


AMERSHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
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AJIERSHAl^i  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Chairman; 


Vice-Chairman: 


Councillors; 


Chairman 

Mrs.  L.M.B.  Stoneham 
(at  51st  December,  1973) 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
(at  31st  December,  1973) 


Mrs.  W.  Corkish 


Mr,  E.  Collier 

Mr,  N.D.  Anifijier 
Mrs.  B,  Barnes 
Mr.  C.S.G,  Buszard 
Mr,  D.M,  Griffiths 
Mr,  D.E,  Hazell 
Mr,  P.J.  Jeffery 
Mrs.  M.  Orpen 
Mrs,  E,  Stevens 
Mrs.  M.R.  Tomlinson 
Mrs.  M.A.  Wainv/right 
Mrs.  K.B.W.  V/ickham 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

(at  51st  December,  1973) 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Dr,  B.H.  Blame,  M.R.C.S,  (Eng) , LoR.C.P,  (Lend) , D.P.H,, 
M.F.C.M, 

(The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  Chesham  Urban  District  Coioncil  and  Beaconsfield 
Urban  District  Coimcil;  Deputy  Divisional  School  Medical 
Officer  and  Departmental  Medical  Officer) 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Dr,  W,J,  Risk,  M,B,,  CH,Bo 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

Mr,  F,G,  Caudery,  F.A,P,H,I,,  M,R,S,H, 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

Mr.  V.E.  Jones,  M.A,P,H,I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors 

Mr.  R.  Powell,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Mr,  H.H.  Cometson,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Mr.  G.  Eccles,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Mr.  E.A.  Massey,  M.A.P.H.I.  (left  2.9.75) 

Mr,  R.¥,  Eamey,  M.A.PoH.I,  (appointed  22,10,73) 

Student  Public  Health  Inspector 

Mr.  B.R,  Johnson 

Meat  Inspectors 

Mr.  W.  Kind 

Mr.  Jo  Eatwell 

Clerical  Staff 

Mrs.  P.D,  Birkhead 
Mrs.  L.M,  Smedley 
Mrs,  R.A.  Davis 

Rodent  Officer 

Mr,  C.  Avery  (left  5.8.75) 

Mr,  E.  Hills  (appointed  6,8,75) 

Vhelpley  Hill  Caravan  Park  Warden 

Mr,  DoLo  Pullan 
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THE  CONTRIBUTION  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


BORN  1894  - DIED  1974 

After  80  years  of  progressive  administration  the  Amersham 
Rural  District  Council,  as  a result  of  Local  Gover’^ment  Reorganisation 
lost  its  identity  on  the  31st  March  1974  and  now,  with  the  Chesham 
Urban  District  Council,  is  known  as  the  Chiltern  District  Council, 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  I966  it  was  stated  that  "in  public 
health  it  is  only  by  reflecting  back  over  the  years  that  we  can 
appreciate  the  results  of  our  work".  In  this,  the  last  Annual  Report 
of  the  Amersham  Rviral  District  Council,  it  would  seem  to  be  the 
appropriate  time  to  do  a little  research  in  order  to  appreciate  the 
progress  made  and  the  changes  which  have  taken  place. 

The  earliest  Annual  Report  available  is  for  the  year  1909* 

At  that  time  the  population  of  the  District  was  14,520  and  the  vital 
statistics  were  given  for  the  separate  localities  of  "Amersham, 

Chesham  Rural,  Chalfont  and  Missenden",  The  chief  occupation  of  the 
inhabitants  was  agriculture  but  there  were  several  chair  factories 
and  mention  is  made  of  one  helmet  factory!  A number  of  schools  were 
closed  because  of  epidemics  of  Influenza  and  German  Measles,  The 
Sanitary  Inspector  reported  that  53  houses  were  lime  washed!  A 
sewerage  system  existed  only  in  Amersham  and  night  soil  carts  were 
available  in  Chalfont  St,  Peter,  Great  Missenden  and  Chesham  Bois, 

In  a more  recent  report,  mention  is  made  of  a serious 
situation  with  regard  to  housing  accommodation  for  the  poorer  classes 
many  working  class  cottages  were  being  converted  into  weekend 
residences  for  town  dwellers,  creating  an  acute  shortage  of  houses. 
This  situation  does  not  appear  to  have  changed,  67  houses  were  let 
at  an  aniiual  rent  of  £16  or  under!  Infiltration  of  sub-soil  water 
into  the  Amersham  sewers  was  reported.  An  insoluble  problem? 

The  absence  of  an  isolation  hospital  is  repeatedly  deplored 
but  three  moveable  huts  and  a tent  were  available  near  Amersham  Union 
House ! 

In  the  report  for  the  year  1914 » a table  is  given  showing 
the  number  of  paupers  in  each  Parish  and  the  total  was  703  out  of  a 
population  of  18, 515* 

In  1924  the  Public  Health  staff  consisted  of  a part-time 
M,0,H,  and  a part-time  Sanitary  Inspector, 

In  1926  midden  privies  were  steadily  disappearing  and  pail 
closets  were  taking  their  place! 
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An  additional  full-time  Officer  was  appointed  in  1927  with 
the  designation  "Inspector  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds"  and  the  first 
whole-time  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointed  in  1928. 

Even  in  1954  only  one  refuse  vehicle  was  in  operation  and 
only  in  the  Parishes  of  Amersham  and  Chesham  Bois,  Mention  is  made 
of  contracts  in  some  of  the  other  Parishes  e.g.  30/-d.  per  month  in 
Ashley  Green,  £4  per  quarter  in  the  Parish  of  Little  Missenden  and 
£3ol0s.0d.  for  a fortnightly  collection  in  the  Parish  of  Penn.  No 
mention  is  made  of  the  places  or  methods  of  disposal  of  the  refuse  and 
we  can  only  draw  our  own  conclusions. 

A cesspool  emptying  service  was  operating  in  Amersham  and 
Chesham  Bois  only  hut  a "Sewage  Pumping  Vehicle  and  Tank"  was  available 
at  Chalfont  St.  Peter. 

One  rather  stirprising  fact  was  an  increase  in  the  cases  of 
Diphtheria  particularly  between  the  early  30' s;  45  in  1934,  55  in 
1955  and  54  in  1936. 

I was  appointed  in  1930  when  the  nopulation  vras  29,250  and 
this  had  the  effect  of  increasing  the  whole-time  public  health  staff 
by  lOO/.! 


During  the  middle  1930' s there  was  a considerable  increase 
in  public  health  work,  including  the  carrying  out  of  sewerage  schemes 
for  Amersham,  Chesham  Bois,  Great  Missenden  and  Little  Missenden. 

In  1956  a housing  overcrowding  siorvey  was  undertaken  and 
revealed  IO6  houses  overcrowded. 

In  1938  the  refuse  collection  service  throughout  the  whole 
district  was  taken  over  and  unified  by  the  Amersham  R.D.C. 

One  could  quote  many  more  facts  and  figures  from  the  long 
succession  of  what  today  are  interesting  and  enlightening  Annual 
Reports  but  yesterday  was  yesterday  and  it  is  perhaps  of  more  interest 
now  to  focus  attention  on  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  some  of 
the  aspects  of,  to  use  present-day  terminology,  "Environmental  Health". 

Infectious  Diseases 


The  incidence  and  severity  of  infectious  diseases  has  fallen 
dramatically,  particularly  in  the  case  of  some  of  the  real  scourges 
of  byegone  days,  e.g.  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Tuberculosis, 
Poliomyelitis.  Only  one  case  of  Diphtheria  has  been  reported  since 
1946.  Antibiotics  and  vaccines  are  largely  responsible  for  this  great 
achievement  but  improvements  in  housing  standards  and  conditions  have 
made  no  small  contribution. 
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Housing 


This  is  one  of  the  fields  in  which  the  Public  Health 
Department  has  played  a major  part.  The  conditions  which  were 
tolerated,  and  indeed  accepted  even  during  the  late  1950' s,  were 
deplorable  compared  with  present  day  standards.  In  1957 > 25  houses 
were  disinfested  for  bed  bugs.  As  reported  earlier,  106  houses  were 
overcrowded  in  195^,  75  in  1957  and  the  point  should  be  made  that  the 
standards  for  an  overcrowded  house  were  very  low.  It  is  not  much 
better  today.  Sanitary  amenities  were  primitive  or  non-existent  and 
the  general  state  of  disrepair  was  disgraceful.  Progressive  housing 
legislation  has  resulted  in  a transformation  of  the  conditions  for 
all  classes  of  the  population. 

Meat  and  Pood  Inspection 

It  was  surprising  to  find  that  in  the  earlier  years  a 
considerable  amount  of  meat  was  "seized"  whereas  today  virtually  all 
unsound  meat  and  other  foods  is  "surrendered"  voluntarily. 

The  number  of  registered  or  licensed  slaughterhouses  has 
dropped  from  14  to  2.  Many,  if  not  all,  of  the  original  14  were 
situated  at  the  rear  of  butchers  shops  and  were  badly  constructed  and 
ill-equipped.  The  development  of  the  modem  purpose-built  abattoir 
has  considerably  facilitated  meat  inspection  and  control  of  hygiene. 

Milk  was  a common  vector  of  disease  but  the  introduction  of 
heat-treatment  plants  and  the  sterile  bottle  has  made  it  today  a safe 
commodity. 

Water 


In  the  good  old  days  rain  water  tanks  and  wells  were  common 
sources  of  water  for  all  purposes,  particularly  in  the  more  rural  areas, 
but  today  only  a very  small  nimiber  of  isolated  cottages  in  the  District 
are  without  main  water. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

This  essential  public  health  service  was  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  non-existent  until  the  late  1950' s and  was  in  need  of 
considerable  improvement  even  in  the  early  post  second  world  war  years. 
Prom  the  days  of  the  old  "freighter"  with  its  solid  tyres,  the  progress 
in  the  design  of  the  present  day  dustless  loading  vehicles  has  been 
quite  remarkable.  The  method  of  refuse  disposal  in  the  earlier  years 
was  described  as  controlled  tipping  but  in  my  opinion  it  was  somewhere 
between  that  and  crude  dumping.  The  transfer  system  operated  today 
is  more  satisfactory. 
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Cesspool  Emptyin,? 


Since  the  days  of  the  "Sewage  Pumping  Vehicle  and  Tank" 
referred  to  earlier,  a fleet  of  modem  large  capacity  vehicles  is 
now  in  operation  throughout  the  district  and  the  old  practice  of 
discharging  the  contents  of  the  vehicles  through  the  hedgerows  or, 
during  dry  weather,  on  to  pasture  land  has  ceased  in  favour  of 
discharge  into  the  sewerage  systemo 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  carrying  out  of  extensive  and  expensive  sewerage 
schemes  in  various  parts  of  the  District  has  been  one  of  the  major 
factors  which  has  encouraged  the  modernisation  and  improvement  of 
many  of  the  older  dwellings.  Inevitably  the  sewage  works  became 
overloaded  and  it  was  virtually  impossible  to  obtain  a standard  of 
effluent  which  could  be  safely  discharged  into  the  River  Misbourne. 
The  works  were  abandoned  in  1950  and  a link  sewer  was  constructed 
to  convey  the  sewage  through  the  Chalfonts  and  into  the  works  of  the 
West  Herts  Main  Drainage  Authority  (previously  known  as  the  Colne 
Valley  Main  Drainage  Authority). 

Rodent  Control 


Until  towards  the  end  of  the  second  world  war  all  complaints 
of  rodent  infestation  were  reported  to  the  County  Rat  Officer  and  even 
when  the  Amersham  R.D.C.  set  up  its  own  service,  one  of  the  rodent 
operatives  for  some  years  set  off  each  morning  on  a bicycle  with  his 
bag  of  poisons!  Despite  the  development  of  new  poisons  and 
techniques  the  war  of  rodents  must  continue  unabated. 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 


The  introduction  and  development  of  this  free  service  many 
years  ago  has  been  of  great  value  to  the  Department  in  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  samples  of  water,  milk,  ice  cream,  meat 
products  and,  in  the  event  of  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning,  of  faeces 
and  articles  of  food. 

Conclusion 


New  problems  will  arise  e.g.  increases  in  sources  of  noise, 
particularly  from  road  vehicles,  the  pumping  of  new  chemicals  into 
the  atmosphere,  the  possibility  of  greater  use  of  pesticides  in  order 
to  protect  and  conserve  oinr  food  crops.  Much  progress  has  been  made, 
but  it  would  be  a great  mistake  to  be  complacent  or  to  become  less 
vigilant. 


In  conclusion,  I thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their 
many  kindnesses  during  my  45  years*  service  and  the  staff  for  their 
ready  co-operationo 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS 


GEIIERAL  SANITATION 


Water  Supply  ...  28 

Brama^e  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33^ 

Piggeries  . „ . ...  ...  35 

Moveable  Dwellings  330 

Vermin  6l 

Factories  fp)  172 

Fac tor i.e s ^N.P^...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Outworkers  3 

Refuse  Collection/Disposal  202 

Public  Conveniences  3 

Clean  Air  Act  45 

Hairdressers  14 

Schools  13 

Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  ...  ...  391 

Pet  Animals  17 

Miscellaneous  I64 


HOUSING 


House  Inspections  (P.H.  Act)  ...  128 

House  Inspections  (P.H.  Act)  Revisits  ...  125 

House  Inspections  (Housing  Act)  86 

House  Inspections  (Housing  Act)  Revisits  214 

Housing  Applications  ...  200 

Improvement  Grants  789 

Rent  Act  11 

Miscellaneous  150 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


C/fd. 


1822 


1681 

175 

3678 


34 


B/fd 


5678 


MEAT  AND  POOD  INSPECTION 


Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  

Other  Unsound  Food  Inspections  <. . o 
Pood  Preparing  Premises  ...  ... 

Food  Hygiene  Visits  (Retailers)... 
Pood  Hygiene  Visits  (Cafes,  Hotels, 

Dairies,  etc 

Section  l6  Pood  and  Drugs  Act 

Licensed  Premises  

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ... 


• • • • • • 


Schools) 


o • • c • • 

• • • 0*0 


747 

198 

159 

547 

140 

8 

9 

55 

71 


1714 


SAMPLING 

Milk  

Water  

Ice  Cream  

Swabs  ...  ... 

Faeces  

Pood  

Liquid  Egg  and  Meat 


2 

151 

1 

52 

7 

15 

2 

210 


PETROLEUM  ACTS/REGULATIONS 


170 


5772 
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SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 


The  day-to-day  complaints 
main  dealt  with  by  informal  action, 
served  during  the  year 

Informal  Notices 

Served  120 

Complied  with  110 

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  HOUSING 


imder  the  above  Acts  were,  in  the 
Below  is  a summary  of  the  notices 

Statutory  Notices 

Served  23 

Complied  with  22 


The  number  of  properties  shown  below,  controlled  by  the 
Council  at  the  end  of  December  1973  was  3»258c.  The  range  of  properties 


is  as  follows  !- 

Dec.  1972  Dec.  1973 

Pre-war  Council  Houses  648  64I 

Post-war  Council  Houses  2,564  2,571 

Prefabricated  Bungalows  46  46 

3,258  3,258 


The  reduction  in  the  number  of  pre-war  Council  houses  from  648 
in  1972  to  641  in  1973  was  due  to  the  Council's  policy  of  selling  Coimcil 
houses . 

At  the  51st  December  there  were  approximately  900  applicants 
on  the  Council's  Housing  list. 

HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1958  AND  HOUSING  ACT  1969 

Discretionary  Grants 


A further  101  formal  Certificates  of  Approval  were  issued  to 
applicants  for  improvement  grants  for  the  improvement  of  115  dwellings 
and  the  total  amount  of  grant  offered  was  £52,823o 
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A summary  of 
provisions  is  given 

the  applications  approved 
below 

since  the  inception 

Years 

Applications 

approved 

Total  Grants 

1950  to  1955 

114 

£31,416 

1956  to  i960 

261 

£66,391 

1961  to  1965 

155 

£43,570 

1966  to  1970 

180 

£60,728 

1971 

99 

£34,847 

1972 

124 

£48,637 

1975 

101 

£52,823 

standard  Grants 

During  1975  15  grants  were  approved  for  the  improvernent  of  13 
dwellings  the  maximum  total  approved  amounting  to  £1,71 5* 


SUmARY  OF  QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES 


No.  of  certificates  of  provisional  approval  issued  ...  0 

No.  of  Qualification  Certificates  issued  20 

No.  of  Qualification  Certificates  refused  2 


SLUM  CLEARANCE 


No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made  4 

No.  of  Dwellings  demolished  5 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  revoked  

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  2 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  determined  7 

Noo  of  Undertakings  accepted  1 


Amersham  Rural  District  Council  (l2«  14.  16  & 18  Orchard  Road,  Seer 

Green)  Clearance  Order  1971 


At  the  end  of  the  year  detailed  proposals  were  received  of  a 
comprehensive  scheme  of  reconditioning,  repair  and  improvement  of  these 
houses,  having  the  effect  of  converting  the  fo\ir  dwellings  into  six 
self-contained  flats.  In  addition  four  new  flats  were  to  be  erected. 
It  was  therefore  recommended  and  accepted  that  under  the  provisions  of 
Section  24  of  the  Housing  Act  I96I,  the  Council  make  an  Order  revoking 
the  Clearance  Order.  The  Revocation  Order  came  into  force  on  the  5'th 
June,  1974. 
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CARAVAIT  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  I960  AIH)  THE  CARAVAN 

SITES  ACT,  1968 


At  the  31st  December  the  niamber  of  site  licences  issued  and 
current  under  the  above  Acts  was  38  and  all  the  licences  are  for 
permanent  residence,  with  the  exception  of  one  which  is  for  holiday 
purposes.  The  majority  of  these  site  licences  are  for  one  caravan, 
but  the  total  number  of  caravans  on  the  38  sites  is  205,  of  which  I63 
are  on  three  multiple  sites. 

The  Council’s  own  site  at  \*/helpley  Hill,  where  there  are  94 
standings,  continued  to  be  well  maintained.  Vacancies,  as  they  arise, 
are  filled  in  accordance  with  a points  scheme  and  during  the  year  the 
number  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  continued  to  increase, 

WATER  SUPPLY 


The  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  was  the 
statutory  undertaking  which  supplied  water  to  the  whole  of  the  Council’s 
district,  with  the  exception  of  the  parish  of  Cholesbury-cum-St,Leonard’ s 
and  a portion  of  the  parish  of  The  Lee  which  were  served  by  the  Bucks 
Water  Board,  In  addition  to  maintaining  a satisfactory  quality  of  water, 
the  water  undertakings  maintained  a satisfactory  pressure. 

The  following  extensions  were  made  to  the  mains  during  the 
year  by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

358  metres  of  size  100  mm 
1378  metres  of  size  102  mm 
370  metres  of  size  152  mm 
782  metres  of  size  381  mm 
4388  metres  of  size  457  nm 

The  natural  fluoride  content  of  the  water  supplied  by  the 
Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  was  less  than  0,1  part 
per  million.  The  average  natural  fluoride  content  of  the  water  supplied 
by  the  Bucks  Water  Board  during  1975  was  0,1  mg,  per  litre  as  fluoride. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  dwellings  supplied 
with  main  water  either  direct  or  by  means  of  a stand-pipe  at  31st 
December  1975* 

In  the  water  supply  statistics,  calculations  have  been  based 
on  an  average  of  3*1  persons  per  house.  Caravans  average  2,5  persons 
per  unit. 
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No.  of  Houses  with 
main  water  supply 

Population 
supplied  with 
main  water 

Parish 

Direct 

By  Stand 
Pipe 

Direct 

By  Stand 
Pipe 

Amersham 

6,284 

19,481 

Ashley  Green 

292 

- 

906 

- 

Chalfont  St.  Giles 

2,481 

5 

■ 7,692 

7 

Chalfont  St.  Peter 

4,850 

3 

15,055 

7 

Chartridge 

658 

4 

1,978 

10 

Chenies 

406 

- 

1,259 

- 

Chesham  Bois 

911 

- 

2,825 

- 

Cholesbury 

581 

50 

1,182 

125 

Coleshill 

212 

- 

658 

- 

Latimer 

296 

- 

918 

- 

The  Lee 

241 

5 

748 

12 

Great  Missenden 

2,948 

7 

9,139 

17 

Penn 

1,578 

- 

4,272 

- 

Seer  Green 

609 

- 

1,888 

- 

Little  Missenden 

1,761 

5 

5,460 

12 

TOTALS 

25,688 

77 

73,441 

190 

WATER  SAMPLES 


Luring  the  year  43  samples  were  taken  from  the  public  mains  all 
of  which  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  8 were 
submitted  for  chemical  examination.  The  reports  on  all  of  these  samples 
were  satisfactory. 


follows 


samples  were  taken  from  other  sources  of  water 
Bore  Holes:  Rainwater  Tank 


supply  as 
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All  these  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 
Four  were  found  to  be  "unsatisfactory,  one  of  these  being  taken  from  a bore 
hole  ■ and  three  from  the  rainwater  tank.  In  all  cases  appropriate 
precautions  were  taken, 

20  samples  were  taken  from  swimming  pools  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Most  of  these  were  taken  at  the  request  of 
the  County  Education  Authority  from  pools  at  schools. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEl'/ERAGE 


The  main  centres  of  population  at  Amersham-on-the-IIill , 
Amersham  Old  Town,  Chesham  Bois,  most  of  Little  Chalfont,  Chalfont  St. 
Peter,  Chalfont  St,  Giles,  Seer  Green  and  Jordans,  part  of  Knotty 
Green,  Hazlemere,  part  of  Penn  Village,  Holmer  Green,  Prestwood, 

Great  and  Little  Missenden,  Chenies  Village,  part  of  Coleshill  and 
Chartridge  caravan  site  are  provided  with  public  sewers. 

During  February  work  was  halted  on  the  Botley,  Lye  Green  and 
Ley  Hill  Main  Drainage  Scheme  due  to  withdrawal  by  the  contractor. 

Work  was  re-commenced  in  midsummer  and  is  due  for  completion  late  in 
1974*  The  gravity  system  serving  Botley  and  Tylers  Hill  was 
commissioned  in  the  autumn  of  1975* 

The  Misbo'ume  Valley  Relief  Trunk  Sewer  and  Balancing  Tank 
was  commissioned  in  the  late  spring.  The  Hyde  Heath  and  South  Heath 
Main  Drainage  Scheme  was  commenced  in  May  and  is  due  to  be  completed 
in  eighteen  months.  The  Little  Kingshill  Main  Drainage  Scheme  was 
completed  in  October. 

Small  sewer  extensions  to  serve  new  and  existing  developm.ents 
were  made  in  Misbourne  Avenue,  Chalfont  St.  Peter;  Cherry  Lane, 
Amersham;  Perks  Lane  and  Salmons  Lane,  Prestwood, 


The  Government  applied  new  restrictions  in  the  autumn  of  1973 
limiting  expenditure  on  drainage  to  those  schemes  serving  substantial 
new  housing  developments.  In  consequence  it  is  unlikely  that  any 
major  drainage  schemes  will  be  commenced  in  1974. 


Following  the  reorganisation  of  Local  Government  in  spring 
1974  main  drainage  will  become  the  responsibility  of  the  Regional  Water 
Authority,  although  it  is  anticipated  that  certain  agency  powers  will 
be  delegated  back  to  the  District  Councils, 


The  majority  of  areas  sewered  are  drained  to  the  Misbourne 
Valley  and  then  by  deep  gravity  sewer  to  the  West  Hertfordshire  Main 
Drainage  Authority's  works  at  Maple  Cross  for  treatment.  Other  areas 
at  the  Rural  District  boundaries  are  drained  into  the  sewerage  systems 
of  the  adjoining  Authorities,  These  are  as  follows 


Part  of  Knotty  Green 
Hazlemere  and  part  of  Penn 
Village 

Heath  End^  Great  Kingshill 

Part  of  Chesham  Bois  and 
part  of  Chartridge. 


Drainage  to  Beaconsfield  U.D.C 
Drainage  to  Wycombe  R.D.C, 

Drainage  via  Wycombe  R.D.C s 
sewers  to  High  Wycombe  M.B.C, 
Drainage  to  Chesham  U.D.C, 


At  the  present  time  14  pvimping  stations  and  24  small  sewage 
disposal  works  are  maintained  by  the  Council, 
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CESSPOOL  ET^TYinC  SERVICE 


During  the  year  99  properties  with  cesspools  or  septic  tanks 
were  connected  to  the  sewer  and  11  new  properties  v/ere  constructed  v;ith 
cesspools.  The  hulk  of  the  connections  were  made  following  completion 
of  the  Little  Kingshill  Main  Drainage  scheme  and  partial  completion  of 
the  Botley  Main  Drainage  Scheme. 

COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  TfflFUSE 


Although  the  population  in  the  district  increased  again  in 
1973  a regular  weekly  refuse  collection  service  v/as  maintained,  e.xcept 
during  public  holidays  when  it  was  extended  to  fourteen  days  for  some 
householders.  On  these  occasions  paper  sacks  were  issued  to  store 
refuse  until  collected  the  following  week. 

Charges  are  made  for  the  collection  of  refuse  from  trade 
premises.  To  assist  traders  the  Co\mcil  has  488  refuse  containers  of 
I4  cu.yd,  capacity  on  hire  and  located  at  shops,  factories  etc,,  v/here 
large  quantities  of  refuse  are  generated.  These  are  emptied 
regularly  by  special  purpose  vehicles. 

All  other  services  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse 
showed  an  increase  over  last  year,  2,432  special  collections  of  bulky 
household  articles  were  made  and  the  niomber  of  old  cars  brought  to  or 
deposited  at  the  Depot  totalled  471*  Many  residents  used  the  free 
disposal  facilities  at  the  Depot  during  week  days  and  week  ends. 

Regular  collections  were  made  from  street  litter  bins 
throughout  the  District  and  this  together  with  the  removal  of  rubbish 
from  the  roadside  verges  and  pavement  sweeping  in  shopping  areas  did 
much  to  maintain  the  amenities  of  the  District. 

The  total  tonnage  of  refuse  collected  was  approximately 
16,000  tons  all  of  which  was  disposed  of  outside  the  district, 

RODENT  INFESTATION  AND  DESTRUCTION 


The  Council  continued  the  policy  of  undertaking  contracts  in 
respect  of  agricultural  land  and  business  premises,  the  n-umber  of 
contracts  at  the  31st  December  was  34,  and  covered  25  agricultirral 
properties  and  11  business  premises.  The  contract,  in  most  cases,  is 
for  one  year  with  a minimum  of  four  treatments. 


41 


Dxiring  the  yeax  routine  testing  of  all  trunk  sewers  was 

continued. 


At  the  request  of  the  Public  V/orks  Coinmittee  a squirrel  shoot 
was  ■undertaken  by  the  rodent  control  staff  in  the  woodlands  owned  by 
the  Council  at  Prestwood  and  Chorleywood  and  was  quite  successful, 

A sioinmary  of  the  work  done  is  given  below 


No,  of  premises  inspected  for  rats,  mice  and 

glis-glis  974 

No,  of  treatments  given  to  private  premises 

for  rats  and  mice  566 

No,  of  treatments  to  business  premises  for 

rats  and  mice  22 

No,  of  treatments  to  premises  iznder  contracts 

for  rats  and  mice  150 

No,  of  wasps’  nest  destroyed  189 

No,  of  glis-glis  (edible  dormice)  caught  ...  30 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  v/asps  nests  destroyed 
from  178  in  1972  to  189  in  1975 • Although  not  a statutory  duty  Tonder 
the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 » the  Council  has  agreed  to 
undertake  the  work  on  a pre-payment  basis  as  no  other  service  is 
available  to  the  ratepayers. 

Many  requests  were  again  received  for  assistance  in  connection 
with  birds,  (particularly  pigeons  and  starlings),  insects  and  pests 
(other  than  rats  and  mice)  such  as  squirrels,  moles,  foxes,  etc.  Such 
requests  were  dealt  with  at  the  discretion  of  the  Rodent  Officer,  It 
was  not  practicable  to  do  anything  other  than  offer  advice  in  respect 
of  the  many  enquiries  received.  Any  work  done,  which  is  not  within 
the  statutory  duties  of  the  Council  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949  is  on  a pre-payment  basis. 
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INSPECTION  im  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Food  and  Dm^s  Act«  1955 

Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Refflilations«  1959 

(i)  The  Bucks  Coxmty  Council,  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority- 
samples  milk  produced  on  farms  in  this  district.  These  samples  are 
sent  for  bacteriological  examination  primarily  for  tubercle  bacilli, 
but  the  examination  also  reveals  the  presence'  of  brucella  organisms. 
When  such  organisms  are  isolated  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
is  informed, 

(ii)  Complaints  of  dirty  milk  bottles  continued  to  be  received  from 
time  to  time.  In  all  cases  the  bottling  establishment  is  given  an 
opnortunity  of  seeing  the  contamination  -with  a view  to  keeping  the 
staff  alert  at  all  times.  All  such  establishments  employ  "spotters" 
at  the  bottling  premises  and  most  retailers  -pay  a small  premium  to 
their  ro-undsmen  for  each  bottle  \'/hich  they  find  in  an  unsatisfactory 
condition. 

Two  prosecutions  were  taken  and  in  both  cases  the  firm 
concerned  was  convicted  and  fined  a total  of  £45  pliis  £7 *55  advocates' 
fees.  In  other  cases  warnings  were  given. 

Milk  Sampling 

3 samples  of  pasteuirised  milk  were  obtained  and  subjected  to 
the  methylene  blue  and  phosphatase  tests.  All  of  these  were  found  to 
be  satisfactory. 

MISCELLANEOUS  SAMPLING 
Meat  Products 

50  samples  of  meat  prodxicts,  e.g,  sausages,  ham,  salami,  etc. 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  were  satisfactory. 

Ice-Cream 

4 samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

Liquid  Egg 

3 samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
the  results  were  all  satisfactory. 
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Egg  Sandwich  Mix 


1 sample  of  egg  sandwich  mix  was  taken.  The  result  was 
satisfactory. 

Utensil  Swabs 


41  sets  of  utensil  swabs  were  taken  at  kitchens  of  canteens, 
cafes,  hotels  etc.  These  swabs,  which  are  provided  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service,  are  wiped  round  the  cups  and  plates  which 
have  been  washed.  The  swabs  are  then  placed  in  a sterile  bottle  and 
sent  to  the  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination.  In  9 cases 
adverse  reports  were  received.  In  these  cases  a further  visit  was 
made  to  the  premises  concerned  to  thoroughly  examine  the  washing 
apparatus  and  the  technique  adopted.  Invariably  a repeat  of  the 
tests  showed  a considerable  improvement. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1970 

The  Inspectors  continued  their  routine  inspections  of  premises 
which  are  subject  to  the  above  Regulations  and  informal  notices  were 
served  in  cases  where  a contravention  of  the  Regulations  was  found, 

698  visits  were  made  to  all  types  of  premises  v/here  food  is 
prepared,  stored  or  sold  for  human  consumption.  This  we  consider 
to  be  a very  important  part  of  the  public  health  inspector's  wide  field 
of  duties  and  to  which  too  much  time  cannot  be  devoted. 


The  number  of  food  premises  subject  to  these  regulations 
grouped  in  categories  of  trade  carried  on  in  them  are  listed  below 


Butchers  

Catering  establishments 
Bakers  and  Confectioners 
Greengrocers  , , . , . 

Provision  merchants  ,, 
Fish  Shops  


Sections  2 and  8 


Total 


26 

41 

19 

18 

59 

3 


11  complaints  of  alleged  unfit  food  and  of  foreign  objects 
in  food  were  received  during  the  yearo  5 of  the  complaints  were  of 
mould,  mostly  on  meat  products;  4 were  of  foreign  bodies  in  food 
including  a cigarette  filter  in  a packet  of  peanuts;  1 concerned 
insects  and  one  of  staleness. 
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Section  l6 


The  humber  of  premises  registered  under  this  section  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  157 » registered  as  follows 


For  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  only  151 
For  the  manufacture  of  preserved  food  21 
For  cooking  fish  and  chips  5 


157 
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Heat  Inspection  at  Slaughterhouses 
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The  total  amount  of  meat  condemned  at  the  slaughterhouses 
was  44  tons  10  cwt.  0 qtrs.  7 Ihs.  and  the  total  amount  of  offal 
condemned  was  29  tons  14  cwt,  1 qtr,  0 lbs. 

The  condemned  meat  and  offal  and  non-edible  parts  from  the 
slaughterhouse  operations  are  removed  by  a contractor  and  are  \ised  for 
the  manufacture  of  soap  and  animal  feeding  stuffs. 

Other  Foodstuffs  condemned 


Poultry 

Meat 

Cheese 

Lard 

Dried  Milk 
Fish 


188  lbs 
1115  Its 
10  lbs 

46  lbs 
88  lbs 


Frozen  Foods  4176  packets  and  55'i’  lbs. 

Tinned  Goods  condemned 


Vegetables 

555  tins 

Baking  Powder 

1 

tin 

Fruit 

154  tins 

Milk 

142 

tins 

Meat 

1999  tins 

Soup 

49 

tins 

Fruit  Juice 

56  tins 

Pish 

58 

tins 

The  188  lbs  of  poultry  was  voluntarily  surrendered  at  a 
poultry  packing  establishment  and  by  far  the  greatest  proportion  of 
tinned  goods  was  volTintarily  siirrendered  at  a wholesale  grocer's 
premises.  The  condemned  poultry  and  condemned  food  was  removed  under 
supervision  to  the  Coiincil's  depot  for  disposal. 


Poultry  Inspection 

There  is  one  poultry  processing  plant  within  the  district  and 
there  were  25  visits  to  these  premises.  The  total  number  of  birds 
processed  during  the  year  was  11,311® 

The  niimber  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 

was  20. 
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OFFICES.  SHOPS  Aim  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1965 


Further  applications  were  received  for  registration  under  this 
Act  and  the  following  statistics  were  included  in  the  annual  report  to 
the  Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity 


No,  of  Premises 
registered  at 

31.12.1973 

No,  of  Persons 
employed  at 

31,12.1975 

••o  •••  ••• 

216 

1720 

Retail  Shops  

353 

1399 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

15 

509 

Catering  Establishments  open 
to  the  Public,  Canteens 

45 

286 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

2 

4 

629 

5718 

The  total  of  3718  employees  consisted  of  1720  males  and 
1998  females. 

150  registered  premises  received  a general  inspection  during 
the  year  and  261  other  visits  were  made,  making  a total  of  391  visits 
of  all  kinds, 

20  informal  notices  were  served. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE  ACT.  1958 

The  licences  in  respect  of  the  two  bacon  factories  and  the 
mixed  slaughterhouse  were  renewed, 

SLAUGHTER  OF  AHIMALS  ACT,  1958 

The  number  of  slaughtermans  licences  renewed  was  29  and 
4 new  licences  were  issued. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

3 licences  were  renewed  under  this  Act, 
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ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  I963 


9 licences  were  renewed  under  this  Act., 

GAME  ACT«  1831 

The  n\amber  of  licences  renewed  was  10, 

PETR0LEI3M  (REGULATIONS)  ACTS,  1928  AND  1936 

The  number  of  licences  renewed  was  90* 

A total  of  170  visits  were  made  under  the  Regulations  as 
against  228  for  the  previous  year, 

RAG,  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

2 premises  are  now  registered  iinder  the  above  Act, 

BUCKS  COUNTY  COUNCIL  ACT,  1957 

Under  Section  52  of  this  Act,  all  persons  carrying  on  the 
business  of  hairdresser  or  barber’s  shop  are  required  to  register 
with  the  local  authority  and  the  number  of  persons  and  premises 
registered  at  the  end  of  1975  was  43# 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1964 
Part  I of  the  Act 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
Outwork  (Sections  133  and  134) 
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SECTION  3 


REPORT  OP 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


CHESHAI'I  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
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IffiBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CHESHAM 


Chairman  of  the  Coimcil:  Councillor  Mrs,  K.L,  Harries 


HEALTH,  PLANNING  AND  ESTATES  COmiTTEE 


Chairman 

Councillor  W.J,  Phelps 


Councillor  Mrs.  K.L,  Harries 
Councillor  C.J.F.  Downs 
Councillor  D.W.  Langdon 
Councillor  K.J,  Reynolds 
Councillor  P.A,  Ward 


Councillor  A.H.J.  Baines,  M.A. , C.C, 
Councillor  R.  Groves 
Councillor  B.  Lipscombe 
Councillor  A.C,  Smith 


STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


B.H,  Bume,  M.R.C.S 


, LoR.C.P.,  D.P.H., 


M.F.C.M, 


Other  Appointments;  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Amersham  Rural  District  Council,  and  Beaconsfield 
Urban  District  Council, 

Deputy  Divisional  School  Medical  Officer,  and 
Departmental  Medical  Officer, 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Winifred  J,  Risk,  M,B.,  Ch.B, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
L.D.  Saturley,  Cert.S.I.B,,  M.A.P.H.I.,  F.I.H.M. 

Other  Appointment;  Housing  Manager  to 

Chesham  Urban  District  Council 
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Deputy  Chi  of  Pubi  i.c  lloal  L?i  Tri!:pcctor 

A.P.  Wells,  Cert.  M.A.P.H.I. 

Other  Appointment;  Deputy  housing  Manager 
to  Chesham  Urban  District  Council 

Additional  liiblic  Health  Inspector 

A.E.  Scott,  B.Sc.,  Dip.r.H.I.E.B. , M.A.P.H.I. 

Assistant  Rodent  Officer 
A.  Palmer 


Clerk 

Mrs.  G.W.  Hawley 


Secretary/Administrative  Assistant 

Mrrs.  L.¥.  Gillard  (Resigned  51.1.73) 
Mrs.  P.A.  Davey  (Appointed  5.2.73) 


Copy  Typist  & Records  Clerk 

Mrs.  S.  Wooton  (Resigned  31.1.73) 

Mrs.  V.  Bateman  (Unpointed  19.2.73) 

Junior  Clerk 

Miss  J.  Wilyman  (Resigned  17.8,73) 

Miss  D.  Leibmann  (Appointed  6.8.73) 
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THE  ANmJAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC 
HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1973 


The  reorganisation  of  Local  Govemment  which  took  place  on 
the  1st  April  1974  was  responsible  for  the  amalgamation  of  the  Chesham 
Urban  District  Co\mcil  with  the  Amersham  Riural  District  Council  to 
form  a new  District  Authority  which,  appropriately,  has  been  called 
the  "Chiltem  District  Council".  This  new  Authority  will  discharge 
many  of  the  functions  relating  to  environmental  health  which  were 
carried  out  by  its  predecessors,  a fact  of  considerable  relief  and 
satisfaction  to  all  those  who  were  apprehensive  that  too  many  of  the 
functions  were  likely  to  end  up  with  the  larger  and  more  remote  County 
Authority, 


There  will  be  changes;  water  supplies  and  sewerage  will  be 
lost  to  the  new  regional  water  authorities  and  refuse  disposal  to  the 
County  Council.  The  District  Council  will  gain  almost  complete 
control  over  local  town  and  country  planning  matters  and  will  retain 
control  of  refuse  collection.  Highways  responsibilities  will  be 
entirely  with  the  County  Council. 

The  new  District  Council  will  carry  out  the  wide  range  of 
duties  placed  upon  local  government  in  the  field  of  housing,  the  work 
in  both  private  and  public  sectors  of  housing  forming  a major  part  of 
the  Council's  task.  The  new  authority  has  not  sought  delegated  powers 
to  act  as  a food  and  driigs  authority  but  will  be  responsible  for  the 
hygiene  and  fitness  aspects  of  food  control.  Enforcement  of  much 
legislation  relating  to  the  working  conditions  of  persons  in  factories, 
offices  and  shops  will  be  performed  by  the  District  Council, 

The  new  Council  has  decided  to  set  up  a separate  Public  Health 
Department  led  by  a Chief  Public  Health  Officer  who  will  be  a member 
of  the  Council's  Management  Team.  In  medical  matters,  such  as 
infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning,  the  Council  will  be  advised  by 
the  District  Community  Physician  who  has  been  appointed  the  Proper 
Officer  for  these  duties,  the  office  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  having 
disappeared  under  reorganisation. 

As  this  will  be  the  last  report  for  the  Urban  District  it  is 
perhaps  timely  to  review  some  of  the  achievements  in  environmental 
health  which  have  taken  place  in  Chesham  and  to  make  a few  comments  on 
the  present  state  of  the  town  in  this  subject. 
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Housing 


Council  action  before  and  after  the  second  world  v/ar 
resulted  in  n\imerous  slum  houses  being  demolished  and  only  a handful 
can  be  described  in  this  way  today.  There  is  all  the  same  a very 
wide  gulf  between  the  standard  of  the  best  and  that  of  the  worst 
dwellings  in  use.  Statutory  standards  of  unfitness  change  very 
slowly  and  those  operative  today  lag  far  behind  the  level  currently 
recognised  for  a decent  home.  There  are  thus  still  many  hundreds 
of  houses  today  which  are  without  those  basic  amenities  which  are 
regarded  as  an  essential  part  of  a reasonable  dwelling.  There  are 
the  houses,  mostly  built  before  the  1914  - 1918  war  which  lack 
bathrooms,  piped  hot  water  supplies  and  inside  W.C's,  together  with 
adequate  kitchens,  electrical  services  and  adequate  room  heating. 

The  1971  Census  showed  that  of  the  6,800  households  in  the  to\^^l, 
approximately  ISf/o  were  without  exclusive  use  of  at  least  one  of  the 
three  amenities;  a hot  water  supply,  a fixed  bath  (or  shower)  and  an 
inside  flush  toilet. 

Much  new  house  building  has  taken  place  since  1945;  in  all 
2,758  dwellings  have  been  erected  by  private  enterprise,  32  by  housing 
associations,  and  1^11  by  the  Council,  making  a total  of  4»099« 

The  population  has  doubled  from  10,240  in  1934  to  20,830  in 

1973. 

Against  the  figures  for  new  house  building  must  be  set  the 
losses,  for  in  addition  to  the  considerable  number  of  dv'ellings 
demolished  or  closed  as  a result  of  official  action  under  the  Housing 
Acts  many  more  have  been  lost  for  schemes  of  commercial  or  private 
redevelopment,  road  improvements  and  car  parking.  Whilst  these 
losses  may  have  been  inevitable,  it  is  perhaps  more  difficult  to 
justify  the  significant  losses  which  have  taken  place  in  the  central 
area  of  the  town  where  houses  and  flats  have  been  taken  over  for  shops 
and  offices.  There  are  now  very  few  people  living  in  the  High 
Street, 

Whilst  continuing  to  deal  with  the  small  n-umber  of  total'  y 
unfit  houses,  the  Council  has  for  several  years  devoted  much  effort 
into  encouraging  the  improvement  of  the  basically  sound  houses  which 
lack  modern  amenities.  Generous  grants  have  been  given  for  a wide 
range  of  improvement  work  in  the  latter  years;  the  scope  of  this  work 
was  extended  to  include  items  which  brought  the  house  up  to  Parker 
Morris  Standards  in  many  respects.  As  a result  many  reasonably  good 
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houses  have  been  made  even  better#  For  example,  grants  were  given 
for  second  inside  W.G’s  (small  comfort  to  the  many  householders  still 
dependent  on  one  outside  toilet;  or  in  some  cases  having  to  share). 

It  is  well  known  that  the  majority  of  grants  have  gone  to 
owner-occupiers.  Landlords  have  generally  been  slow  to  improve  their 
houses  voluntarily  and  few  tenants  have  made  use  of  the  power  to 
request  the  Council  to  use  compixlsory  powers. 

The  records  show  that  the  number  of  complaints  by  private 
tenants  about  defects  in  the  houses  they  occupy  has  dropped  off  in 
recent  years.  In  contrast,  requests  to  the  Council  for  re-housing 
are  ever-increasing. 

This  prompts  one  to  ask,  ’’Who  are  the  people  living  in  the 
sub-standard  houses?"  They  would  seem  to  fall  into  two  main  groups; 
one  of  young  families  looking  for  the  chance  to  move  to  a better  place 
either  in  Coimcil  accommodation  or  by  purchase  of  their  own  home,  and 
a second  of  elderly  persons  or  couples  who  over  the  years  have  become 
well  accustomed  to  the  conditions  and  in  their  retiring  years  are 
reluctant  to  \mdergo  the  disturbance  necessary  to  secure  the  amenities 
lacking. 


The  stock  of  privately  rented  accommodation  has  decreased 
substantially  in  recent  years  despite  changes  in  the  law  allowing 
increase  of  rents.  For  most  landlords  the  increases  allowed  have 
been  too  little  and  too  late  and  to  anyone  having  knowledge  of  the 
high  cost  of  repairs  and  maintenance,  it  would  be  difficult  to  dispute 
this. 


In  the  early  1960's  Chesham  saw  the  arrival  of  the  first 
Pakistani  immigrants  who,  since  then,  have  established  a small 
commimity  in  the  town.  They  have  purchased  a nimber  of  large  houses 
mostly  concentrated  in  one  street.  It  has  not  been  ijnusual  for  two 
and  three  households  or  a dozen  or  more  single  men  to  occupy  the  houses. 
Conditions  of  overcrowding  and  the  lack  of  adequate  facilities  soon 
came  to  the  Council's  notice.  Standards  were  adopted  by  the  Council 
which  formed  the  basis  for  the  requirements  imposed  upon  landlords. 

Some  modest  improvements  were  achieved  but  the  work  was  beset  with 
numerous  difficulties  and  enforcement  of  any  notices  became  a very 
protracted  process. 

Steps  were  taken  to  reduce  or  control  overcrowding  but  in  a 
town  already  Suffering  from  a considerable  shortage  of  houses  these 
measvires  could  make  little  impact.  Council  accommodation  was  in  due 
course  offered  to  a number  of  immigrant  families  and  more  quickly  added 
their  names  to  the  waiting  list. 
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On  the  whole,  dwellings  occupied  by  the  inmigrants  have  been 
well  managed  although  the  overriding  consideration  seems  always  to 
be  one  of  economy.  The  resistance  to  improve  standards  stems  mainly 
from  this  attitude. 

One  of  the  most  disturbing  features  of  the  multi-occupied 
dwellings  ha.s  been  the  failure  of  occupants  to  appreciate  the  need  for 
fire  precautions.  Much  of  the  fire  precaution  work  which  has  been 
carried  out  in  response  to  Council  notices  has  shortly  afterwards  been 
seen  to  have  been  rendered  valueless  due  to  failiare  to  maintain  or  use 
it  effectively. 

Caravans 


There  are  now  no  multiple  sites  for  caravans  in  Chesham, 

The  Council-operated  site  at  Trapps  Lane  which  provided  sites  for  46 
caravans  has  made  way  for  a new  Council  housing  estate.  Planning 
policy  has  restricted  the  establishment  of  other  sites  in  the  area. 

Vater  Supplies 

The  Council-owned  water  undertaking  which  supplied  adequate 
and  wholesome  mains  water  to  approximately  809^  of  the  properties  in 
the  district  was,  on  the  1st  April  1973 > sold  to  the  Rickmansworth  and 
Uxbridge  Valley  Vater  Company.  Only  nine  dwellings  in  the  District 
are  now  dependent  on  a private  well  supply  for  water.  In  all  but 
five  instances  water  supplies  whether  from  mains  or  well  are  piped  to 
within  the  dwelling. 

As  recently  as  1954  there  were  in  contrast  37  dv/ellings 
supplied  by  private  wells  and  125  houses  dependent  upon  external  stand 
pipes. 


Mains  supplies  of  water  are  chlorinated  but  fluoridation 
treatment  is  not  carried  out. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Whilst  most  of  the  town  has  enjoyed  main  drainage  facilities 
throughout  the  century  some  outlying  parts  of  the  District, 
predominantly  rural,  are  still  unsewered.  All  foul  water  sewers 
drain  to  the  Comcil’s  own  sewage  disposal  works  which  were  enlarged 
and  modernised  in  I968. 


The  several  hundred  properties  not  connected  to  the  main 
sewers  drain  to  domestic  cesspools  or  to  septic  tanks  and  soakaways. 
This  number  is  at  present  being  reduced  with  the  latest  extension 
of  the  public  sewer  into  the  Botley  and  Lye  Green  areas  where 
approximately  I50  dwellings  are  located. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  further  schemes  of  sewerage  will  be 
implemented  in  the  near  future  enabling  all  but  the  most  isolated 
dwellings  to  be  connected  to  main  drainage. 

Pail,  earth  or  chemical  closets,  of  which  there  were  still 
52  in  1954,  have  now  been  eliminated. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

There  has  been  little  reduction  in  atmospheric  pollution  in 
Cheshajn  as  a consequence  of  direct  statutory  action  but  changes  in 
the  fuel  burning  habits  of  householders  and  industrialists  in  post  war 
years  have  resulted  in  much  less  smoke  being  produced.  In  addition 
some  smoke -producing  indiis tries  have  gone  out  of  existence; 
noticeably,  wood-burning  boiler  plants  have  ceased  operation  on  the 
closing  down  of  some  of  Chesham's  traditional  saw-mill  and  woodware 
manufact^lring  firms.  More  than  one  housewife  must  have  apnreciated 
the  disappearance  of  the  wood  smut  from  her  washing  line,  ^//hilst 
smoky  bitiminous  fuels  are  still  burnt  by  many  of  the  householders  in 
the  older  parts  of  the  town,  heating  by  gas,  oil,  electricity  or  by 
solid  smokeless  fuels  has  been  adopted  widely  on  new  estates  and 
increasingly  so  in  older  houses  when  modernisation  schemes  have  been 
carried  out. 

The  time  would  now  appear  opportime  to  review  the  situation, 
assess  the  actual  pollution  levels  throughout  the  District  and  to 
formulate  a policy  for  future  smoke  control.  It  shotild  not  be  too 
difficult,  financial  consideration  excepted,  to  achieve  the  elimination 
of  most,  if  not  all,  sources  of  smoke  from  local  chimneys  in  the 
foreseeable  future.  More  diffic\ilt  may  be  the  problem  of  the 
domestic  bonfire  of  household  and  garden  rubbish. 

Noise  Abatement 


No-one  would  deny  that  Chesham,  in  common  with  other  urban 
communities,  has  become  a noisier  town  in  which  to  live.  The  principal 
cause,  without  doubt,  is  the  multifold  increase  in  road  traffic.  The 
worst  affected  areas  are  those  adjacent  to  the  single  system  of  roads  in 
the  valley  v;hich,  because  of  the  lack  of  alternative  routes,  takes  all 
traffic  uassing  through  the  town.  Some  relief  was  given  to  the  central 
area  when  the  High  Street  relief  road  - St,  Mary's  Way  - was  opened  in 
the  late  1960's  followed  by  the  construction  of  East  Street  which 
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affords  rear  access  to  properties  on  the  East  side  of  the  High  Street. 
Future  plans  provide  for  the  creation  of  a traffic-free  pedestrian 
precinct  in  the  central  shopping  area. 

It  is  fair  to  say  that  noise  from  industrial  and  commercial 
activities  in  the  town  is  not  seriously  detrimental  to  the  environmental 
amenities.  However,  the  public  have  become  increasingly  noise-conscious 
and  consequently  are  demanding  a high  standard  of  peace  and  quiet  around 
their  homes.  The  commonest  origin,  of  complaints  to  the  Public 
Health  Department  has  been  householders  living  in  very  close  proximity 
to  factories.  In  many  cases  the  houses  and  factories  have  existed 
together  for  decades  but  new  residents  have  different  attitudes  to  the 
noise  produced  by  a business  about  which  they  know  very  little. 
Furthermore,  new  factory  processes  introduce  different  kinds  of  noise 
less  well  understood  than  the  old  sounds  of  bootmaker,  steam  engine  and 
saw  and  when  these  go  on  throughout  the  night,  as  they  often  do  in 
present-day  factories,  strong  complaints  may  be  expected. 

Factories  and  houses  have  traditionally  been  built  close 
together  in  the  uncontrolled  development  of  our  towns  and  cities.  Lack 
of  space  has  forced  Chesham  to  continue  very  much  in  this  way  even  after 
Town  and  Country  Planning  legislation  provided  some  measure  of  control 
over  location  of  industry.  This  intermingling  of  factories  and  houses 
is  an  unfortunate  characteristic  of  the  town  today. 

Resiting  is  not  a really  practicable  solution  and  one  must 
continue  to  rely  on  the  good  neighboiorliness  of  the  industries  and  the 
tolerance  of  the  residents. 

Chesham  is  located  in  an  area  vulnerable  to  noise  from  aircraft 
and  local  residents  are  vociferous  in  their  demands  for  flight  paths  of 
aircraft  from  the  London  and  Luton  airports  to  be  kept  clear  of  the  town. 
At  the  present,  no  nuisance  from  this  source  exists  but  the  risk  of  it 
occurring  in  the  future  cannot  be  ignored. 

Food  Control 


Recent  years  have  seen  many  changes  in  the  processes  of  food 
production,  handling  and  sale  and  the  effects  have  been  as  noticeable 
in  Chesham  as  elsewhere. 

The  practice  of  butchers  slaughtering  their  own  animals  in 
makeshift  slaughterhouses  at  the  rear  of  their  shops  was  brought  to  a 
olose  at  the  time  of  the  second  world  war.  Slaiightering  was  carried 
out  for  a group  of  butchers  at  a single  slaughterhouse  in  Chesham  until 


1959  since  then  there  has  been  no  slaughtering  in  the  town,  most 
butchers  obtaining  meat  "on  the  hook"  with  a few  using  slaughtering 
facilities  in  neighbouring  districts. 

In  post-war  years  the  small  grocers  shops  in  the  town  centre 
have  been  replaced  by  supermarkets  and  there  are  now  three  of  these. 

Foods  are  mostly  prepacked  as  production  is  concentrated  in  the  hands 
of  a few  concerns  supplying  wide  areas;  only  one  practising  baker 
and  confectioner  remains  in  operation  and  milk  distrubution  is  mainly 
from  one  local  dairy. 

The  changes  in  commercial  practices  and  the  introduction 
of  more  stringent  legislation  has  resulted  in  a general  improvement 
of  food  hygiene.  The  statutory  standards  controlling  food  hygiene 
in  fixed  premises  were  raised  when  regulations  were  introduced  in 
1955  and  since  then  there  has  been  a continuous  campaig)'  of  enforcement 
by  public  health  officers.  Prem.ises,  equipment  and  practices  in  food 
businesses  have  undoubtedly  improved  but  experience  has  shoim  a strong 
tendency  for  things  to  slide  backwards  when  official  pressure  is  relaxed. 
In  this  field  there  is  certainly  no  room  for  complacency. 

The  public  are  tending  to  report  more  readily  to  the  Council 
when  food  is  sold  to  them  in  a state  less  than  wholly  satisfactory. 
Complaints  of  food  being  totally  unfit  for  consumption  are  rare  but 
reports  of  food  containing  foreign  matter  are  fairly  numerous  as  are 
ones  concerning  articles  affected  by  mould  or  by  staleness.  However, 
this  subject  needs  to  be  kept  in  its  true  nerspective.  In  relation 
to  the  vast  amount  and  variety  of  food  sold  the  incidence  of  unsoundness 
is  small;  the  complaints  do  not  mean  a deterioration  in  the  quality  of 
food  supplied  but  are  rather  more  an  indication  of  a change  of  attitude 
on  the  part  of  purchasers,  principally  brought  about  by  the  loss  of 
the  personal  association  between  customer  and  shopkeeper. 

Looking  to  the  future,  science,  technology  and  economics 
will  continue  to  bring  about  changes  in  the  methods  of  food  production, 
distribution  and  sale  and  public  health  officers  must  continue  to  be 
alert  to  the  hazards  that  these  may  introduce. 
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Conclusion 


The  improvement  in  sanitary  conditions  in  the  present 
century  together  with  the  protection  of  the  population  by  artificial 
immunisation  has  resulted  in  a dramatic  reduction  in  the  incidence 
of  infectious  diseases.  This  fact  and  the  preceding  comments 
suggest  that  Chesham  has  no  major  environmental  health  problem.  It 
is  evident  that  good  progress  has  been  made  towards  achieving  the 
living  standards  which  are  recognised  today  as  being  conducive  to 
good  health.  True,  much  of  the  advancement  has  been  due  more  to 
social  reforms  and  the  raising  of  economic  levels  than  to  the  efforts 
of  environmentalists  but  the  part  they  have  played  in  the  long  and 
Tinfinished  story  of  public  health  has  nevertheless  been  a vital  one. 
Further  advances  will  depend  ultimately  upon  enlightened  public 
opinion.  The  new  local  authorities  and  their  officers  are  ideally 
placed  to  influence  public  opinion  and  indeed  must  do  so. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS 


INSPECTION  OP  THE  AREA 


The  n-umber  and  nature  of  visits  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  during  the  year  is  given  below; 


No,  of 

Housing  Acts  Visits 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts 

(except  multi-occupied)  12 

Houses  revisited  under  Housing  Acts 

(except  multi-occupied)  14 

Multi-occupied  houses  5 

Visits  in  connection  with  applications 

for  Qualification  Certificates  2 

Visits  under  Rent  Acts  1 

Visits  in  connection  with  improvement 

grant  applications  222 

Compulsory  improvement  of  houses 

Visits  to  housing  applicajits  ...  60 

General  Housing  Surveys  1 


Public  Health  Acts 
Primary  visits  to  houses  re  defects 
Revisits  to  houses  re  defects  ... 

Nuisances  from  animals  and  refuse,  etc. 
Caravan  Sxtes  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Water  Supplies  

Swimming  Pool  and  Paddling  Pool  . . . 
Sewers,  Drains  and  Cesspools  ... 

Draxn  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Sanitary  Accommodation  

Other  matters  


19 

14 

85 

6 

138 

27 

49 


3 


Factories 

Power  Factories 23 

Non-Power  Factories  ...  ...... 

Other  Premises  (e.g.  Building  Sites)  6 

Outworkers  Premises  


Food  and  Food  Premises 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Fishmongers  6 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Hotels  ...  25 

V/orks  and  School  Canteens  11 
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No,  of 

Visits 


Food  and  Food  Premises  (continued) 

Balcehouses  and  Confectioners  . . . 

Icecream  Premises  ...  

Food  Maniifacttiring  Premises 

Licensed  Premises  

Lairxes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  to  inspect  foodstuffs  or  take 

s ampi es  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Food  Vehicles  and  stalls  inspected 
Poultry  Processors  ...  ...  ... 


5 

5 

28 

15 

16 

104 

5 

4 


Offices.  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 

General  Inspections  ...  52 

Other  Vxsxts  ...  ...  ...  ...  5^ 

Rodent  and  Insect  Pest  Control 
(Excludes  visits  hy  the  Rodent  Officer) 

Rodent  Control  ...  24 

Insect  Pests  27 

Disinfestation  for  Insect  Pests  ...  2 


Infectious  Disease  and  Food  Poisoning 
Infectious  Disease  enquiries  ...  56 

Disinfections  carried  out  3 

Pood  Poisoning  enquiries  28 


Noise  Abatement 

Visits  to  premises  28 

Observations  only  ...  21 


Clean  Air 

Visits  to  Plant  or  Premises 39 

Observations  only  28 


Miscellaneous 
Pet  Shops  ...  ... 

Rag  Flock  Premises  . . . 
Hairdressers  ...  ... 

Interviews  

Other  miscellaneous  visits 
No  access  - no  one  at  home 


1 

1 

996 

254 

79 


Complaints 

Number  of  complaints  made  to  the  Public 
Health  Department  (excluding  complaints  of 
rats,  mice  and  insects  which  are  dealt  with 
elsewhere  in  the  Report)  I36 


J 
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INSECT  PESTS 


Members  of  the  public  have  continued  to  seek  the  help  of 
the  Public  Health  Department  in  controlling  insect  pests. 

Appropriate  advice  is  given  on  every  occasion  and  where  necessary 
treatments  are  carried  out  by  staff  of  the  Department. 

The  most  urgent  calls  for  assistance  are  received  from 
occupiers  of  premises  where  wasp  nests  have  been  located.  In  1975 
67  nests  were  destroyed  by  the  Council's  Rodent  Officer  who  carries 
out  this  work  in  addition  to  his  normal  duties.  This  number  compares 
with  55  in  1972  and  85  in  1971.  A variety  of  other  insect  pests 
were  treated  at  21  premises, 

STRAY  CATS 

The  Council's  Rodent  Officer  has  on  a number  of  occasions 
during  the  year  carried  out  the  trapping  of  stray  cats  where  these 
animals  were  causing  a nuisance  to  residents,  6 cats  were  trapped 
and  destroyed  humanely  by  a local  veterinary  surgeon, 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS.  1936  & 1961  - ABATEMENT  OF 

NUISANCES  BY  INFORMAL  ACTION 


As  a result  of  the  investigation  of  complaints  and  during 
the  course  of  routine  work  a wide  variety  of  sanitary  defects  and 
nuisances  are  met  and  dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  In  the  majority  of  cases  remedies  are  effected 
following  written  or  verbal  requests  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  without  resort  to  statutory  procedure. 

During  1975 » 41  written  requests  were  made  with  respect 
to  various  defects,  A table  showing  the  type  of  matters  dealt  with 
follows. 


Defect 

No.  of 
Occurrences 

Accumulation  of  Refuse 

15 

Dampness  in  dwellings 

7 

Defective  Drainage 

6 

Miscellaneous  Structural  Defects 

6 

Contaminated  Water  Supply 

4 

Defective  Roof/Ceilings 

5 

Defective  Windows 

X 

y 

Defective  Floors 

2 

TOTAL 

44 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS.  1936  & 1961  - STATUTORY  NOTICES 


If  within  a reasonable  time  the  informal  action  described 
above  fails  to  seoxxre  the  remedy  of  sanitary  defects  or  the  abatement 
of  nuisances,  the  matters  concerned  are  reported  to  the  Council’s 
Health  Committee,  which  authorises  statutory  notices  to  be  served. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  Statutory  Notices  served  and 
complied  with  during  the  year. 


ACT 

OR 

SECTION 

DETAILS 

NUMBER 

OP  NOTICES 

Out- 

standing 

on 

1.1»75 

Served 

Complied 
wi  th 

Out- 

standing 

51.12.75 

Public  Health 

Dampness  & 

Act,  1956 

other 

Section  95 

defects  in 

dwellings 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Public  Health 

Nuisances 

Act,  1956 

from 

Section  95 

keeping  of 

Animals 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Public  Health 

Defective 

Act,  1956 

Drainage 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Section  39 

TOTAL 

- 

4 

5 

1 

No  Court  Proceedings  were  necessary. 


Work  carried  out  by  the  Council 


It  was  necessary  to  utilise  the  Council's  powers  on  several 
occasions  to  clear  stoppages  in  drainage  systems  common  to  groups  of 
old  houses.  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1956,  these  systems  are 
"public  sewers"  which  the  Council  has  a duty  to  "maintain,  cleanse 
and  empty",  although  the  costs  of  any  works  of  repair  or  renewal  are 
recoverable.  The  work  has  been  carried  out  by  labour  from  the 
Surveyor's  Department,  The  absence  of  proper  inspection  chambers  to 
old  drainage  systems  often  makes  the  work  of  clearing  stopnages  a 
lengthy  process. 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT 


The  Noise  Ahatement  Act,  I960,  empowers  local  authorities 
to  take  action  in  respect  of  nuisances  caused  by  noise  and  vibration. 

Complaints  of  noise  from  fourteen  separate  sources  were 
received  during  the  year.  Eight  complaints  concerned  noise  from 
commercial  or  industrial  activities  in  close  proximity  to  residential 
property,  four  related  to  the  use  of  pneumatic  road  drills,  and  two 
concerned  noise  from  neighbours. 

The  complaints  were  investigated  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  and  all  but  three  were  considered  to  be  justified. 

Informal  discussions  with  the  persons  responsible  secured  the  abatement 
of  the  noise  nuisances  in  five  cases;  in  four  cases  the  noise  was  the 
result  of  temporary  operations  only  and  in  the  circumstances  no 
practicable  measures  could  be  adopted  to  abate  the  nuisances.  At  the 
end  of  1973  informal  action  was  still  in  progress  to  resolve  the 
remaining  two  outstanding  sources  of  noise. 

CLEAN  AIR 


The  Clean  Air  Acts,  1956  and  I968  make  provisions  for  abating 
the  pollution  of  the  air. 

A total  of  twelve  incidents  involving  smoke  nuisance  or 
emissions  of  dark  smoke  were  investigated  during  the  year.  The 
emission  of  dark  smoke  from  industrial  premises  was  noticed  on  two 
occasions  and  appropriate  warnings  were  issued.  The  burning  of  waste 
on  industrial  premises  or  demolition  sites  was  the  subject  of 
investigation  and  warnings  in  three  cases.  In  the  seven  other 
incidents  reported,  the  alleged  nuisances  were  not  confirmed. 

In  addition  to  these  recorded  complaints,  members  of  the 
public  have  continued  to  approach  the  Public  Health  Department 
concerning  the  problems  associated  with  domestic  bonfires  and  advice 
has  been  given  v/ith  a view  to  preventing  the  nuisances  that  occur 
from  this  prevalent  soirrce. 

Section  5 of  the  1956  Act  requires  new  industrial  furnaces 
to  be  as  smokeless  as  practicable,  and  local  authorities  must  be 
notified  of  new  installations.  Two  notifications  of  new  furnaces 
were  received  during  the  year. 

The  Acts  give  local  authorities  control  over  the  height  of 
furnace  chimneys.  No  applications  for  the  approval  of  chimney 
heights  were  received  during  the  year. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


(a)  Public  Water  Supplies 

On  Ist  April  1975  "the  Council’s  Water  Undertaking  was  sold 
to  the  Rlckmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  who  are  now 
the  sole  suppliers  of  water  In  the  Urban  District, 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Undertaking  has  supplied 
main  water  that  has  been  satisfactory  both  In  regard  to  quantity  and 
qTiality, 


Treatment  and  Plumbo-Solvency  of  Water 

The  main  supplies  receive  no  treatment  other  than 
chlorination  and  the  waters  are  not  liable  to  have pL umbo- solvent 
action. 


Distribution  of  Main  Supplies 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  dwellings  and 
estimated  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains; 


No,  of 

No,  of 

Estimated 

Houses 

Caravans 

Population 

Internal 

piped 

supply 

7,180 

20,782 

External 

supply 

(stand- 

pipes) 

5 

3 

23 

Adequate  public  water  supplies  were  available  for  all  parts 
of  the  District  in  which  new  dv/ellings  were  erected  during  the  year. 

Fluoride  Content  of  Water 

The  fluoride  content  of  water  from  the  supplies  in  the  area 
is  0,2  p,p,m,  or  less. 


Sampling  of  Public  Water  Supplies 


During  the  year  samples  have  been  taJken  from  the  piped 
water  supplied  by  the  Water  Under taJcers o 

84  samples,  80  for  bacteriological  examination  and  4 for 
chemical  analysis,  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
or  the  Public  Analyst, 

Of  the  80  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination, 
5 were  reported  to  be  of  an  unsatisfactory  standard,  Arranrements 
were  made  for  the  Undertakers  to  take  any  necessary  remedial  action 
and  follow-up  samples  gave  satisfactory  results. 

Chemical  Analysis 

The  following  are  copies  of  the  Analyst’s  Reports  on  the 
examination  of  two  samples  of  mains  water  ; 

Reference  No,  Sample  Collected  From 

N 176  Pumping  Station,  Alma 

Road,  Che sham, 

M 84  30  Poles  Hill,  Chesham, 


Sample 

Ref.  No 

. M 176 

M 84 

Appearance 

All  clear  & 

colourless 

Reaction  (pH) 

7.0 

7.0 

Free  chlorine 

Parts 

per  million  : 

nil 

0.01 

Total  solids 

II 

II 

II 

531 

594 

Loss  on  ignition 

II 

II 

11 

32 

102 

Chlorine  in  chlorides 

II 

II 

tl 

16 

24 

Ammon iacal  nitrogen 

II 

II 

II 

nil 

0.006 

Albuminoid  nitrogen 

11 

It 

II 

nil 

nil 

Nitrate  nitrogen 

II 

11 

II 

2.9 

2.9 

Nitrite  nitrogen 

It 

tl 

tl 

nil 

nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 

(5  hours  at  98°5’) 

II 

II 

II 

nil 

0.02 

Hardness,  temporary 

II 

II 

II 

246 

251 

permanent 

II 

II 

II 

38 

29 

Total 

It 

II 

It 

284 

282 

Metals  - lead,  copper,  zinc 

Not  found 

Not  found 

Fluoride 

It 

II 

M 

0.2 

Not  tested 

for 
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(b)  Private  Well  Supplies 


At  the  end  of  the  year  nine  d^^^ellin{'s  and  two  business 
premises  in  the  District  were  dependent  upon  a supply  of  water  from 
wells,  these  being  mostly  deep  bore  wells.  They  are  known  to  yield 
an  adequate  supply  all  the  year  round.  Sampling  of  the  water  is 
carried  out  from  time  to  time  and  given  below  is  a table  showing  the 
number  of  samples  collected  in  1975 » together  with  the  results  of 
examinations  carried  out: 


SAMPLING  OF  \^rELL  WATER  SUPPLIES 

No.  of 

Result  of 

Examination 

Samples 

Satisfactory 

Suspicious 

Unsatis- 
f ac  tory 

Bacteriological 

Examination 

22 

8 

14 

Chemical  Analysis 

2 

2 

- 

- 

During  the  year  a v/ater  main  was  extended  to  supply  three 
houses  with  well  supplies  in  Hissenden  Road  and  connections  were 
subsequently  made;  also  a water  main  has  been  provided  for  houses 
on  well  supplies  in  Pednor  Road.  At  the  end  of  the  year  one  house, 
in  Pednor  Road,  was  still  served  by  a contaminated  supply,  and  the 
O'vners  have  been  advised  to  continue  boiling  all  water.  A 
contaminated  supply  at  a local  farm  was  traced  to  the  defective  head 
of  the  borehole  which  allowed  surface  water  to  gain  access  to  the 
well  in  times  of  heavy  rainfall.  Remedial  works  solved  the  problem 
and  follow-up  samples  gave  satisfactory  results, 

SWIMMING  BATHS 


The  Council's  Open  Air  Swimming  Bath  on  The  Moor  operated 
throughout  the  summer  months  and  the  water  heating  has  proved  very 
beneficial  particularly  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  season. 

The  Coimcil's  scheme  for  roofing  over  the  Swimming  Pool 
has  now  been  abandoned  after  consultation  with  the  successor  Council  - 
Chiltem  District.  It  is  expected  that  a scheme  to  improve  the 
facilities  provided  at  the  pool  will  be  carried  out  in  the  not  too 
distant  future  by  the  new  Council, 
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The  Bath  is  filled  with  water  from  a well  on  the  site  and 
the  filtration  and  chlorination  plant  continues  to  ensure  that  the 
water  is  attractive  and  safe  for  bathing  at  all  times.  Ten  samples 
of  water  from  the  bath  were  examined  bacteriologically  and  all  but 
one  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Checks  on  the  chlorinating 
routine  were  made  following  the  unsatisfactory  result  and  subseq\jent 
samples  were  satisfactory. 

Paddling  Pool  - Lowndes  Park 

The  pool  continues  to  be  popular  with  small  children  and 
is  filled  with  water  from  the  Town's  mains  supply,  and  further 
chlorinated  and  renewed  at  frequent  intervals.  Three  samples  were 
taken  from  the  pool  and  the  first  was  found  to  be  heavily 
contaminated  after  a spell  of  particularly  warm  weather.  Arrangements 
were  made  with  the  Council's  Surveyor  to  empty  the  pool,  clean  and 
resurface  the  pool  and  to  refill  with  fresh  water.  Subsequent 
samples  gave  satisfactory  results. 

Hydrotherapy  Pool  at  Heritage  House  School 

The  hydrotherapy  pool  at  Heritage  House  School  was  completed 
during  the  year.  The  use  of  the  pool  by  the  handicapped  necessitates 
a high  air  and  water  temperature  and  thus  regular  attention  to  the 
efficiency  of  pool  water  treatment  is  of  great  importance.  During 
the  year  twelve  samples  were  taken  from  the  pool.  11  Samples  gave 
satisfactory  results  and  the  remaining  sample  showed  slight 
contamination  of  the  water  following  a weekend  breakdown  in  the  plant 
water  chlorination  system.  The  defect  v/as  immediately  attended  to 
and  subsequent  samples  gave  satisfactory  results, 

SEVraRAGE  AND  SEV/AGE  DISPOSAL 


The  sewerage  of  the  Town  is  on  a separate  system,  the  foul 
sewers  discharging  to  the  Coimcil's  Sewage  Treatment  Works  in  Latimer 
Road, 


The  reconstructed  Sewage  Treatment  Works  is  operating  very 
satisfactorily  and  the  final  effluent  discharged  to  the  River  Chess 
continues  to  be  of  high  standard. 

Parts  of  the  District  not  served  by  Public  Sewer 

No  recent  surveys  have  been  carried  out  to  ascertain  the 
number  of  dwellings  in  the  District  not  connected  to  main  drainage 
but  the  figure  is  still  probably  in  the  region  of  450.  Most  of  the 
dv;ellings  drain  to  either  a sealed  cesspool  or  to  a septic  tank  and 
soakaway  into  chalk. 


The  sewer  serving  the  Botley  area  became  available  for 
use,  and  house  owners  began  connecting  to  it  and  abandoning  their 
cesspools. 

Cesspools 

Since  1954  sealed  cesspools  only  have  been  permitted  for 
new  dwellings.  These  must  have  a capacity  of  not  less  than  4,000 
gallons,  a capacity  which  is  adequate  for  the  average  household  for 
at  least  two  months,  A typical  cesspool  in  the  Chesham  District 
consists  of  a circular  pit  15  feet  deep  below  the  level  of  the 
inlet,  8 feet  in  diameter,  constructed  in  9"  brickwork  and  cement 
rendered  internally  with  a concrete  base  and  cover. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

The  emptying  of  cesspools  on  a rechargeable  basis  has 
continued  to  be  carried  out  by  Amersham  Rural  District  Council, 
and  a total  of  518  were  emptied  during  the  year. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  MTD  DISPOSAL 


The  collection  of  refuse  on  a weekly  basis  was  maintained 
and  disposed  of  at  the  Incinerator.  Trade  ref  "use  was  collected 
separately,  and  special  collections  were  arranged  as  necessary. 

Large  skips  for  the  collection  of  household  waste,  which  was  not 
suitable  for  collection  by  the  normal  service  were  maintained  at 
four  locations  throughout  the  district.  This  service  was  extensively 
used,  particularly  the  ones  located  in  the  car  park  adjoining  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  office  in  White  Hill. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE 

THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  OLD  HOUSES 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 


During  the  year  a Closing  Order  was  made  in  respect  of  one 
tinfit  house  and  action  to  secure  the  closure  of  seven  other  unfit 
dwellings  was  commenced.  Proceedings  in  respect  of  one  further 
unfit  house  resulted  in  the  acceptance  of  an  undertaking  from  the 
owner  that  works  would  be  carried  out  within  a specified  time  to 
render  the  house  fit* 

An  undertaking  previously  accepted  in  relation  to  one 
house  was  determined  following  extensive  repair  and  improvement. 
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Compulsory  Improvement  of  Houses 


Powers  for  the  compulsory  improvement  of  dwellings  within 
an  improvement  area  which  were  given  to  Local  Authorities  under  the 
Housing  Act,  I964  have  been  repealed  and  replaced  by  new  provisions 
in  the  Housing  Act,  19^9 • Financial  aid  may  now  be  given  towards 
the  improvement  of  the  environment  in  general  improvement  areas  but 
Local  Authorities  must  rely  on  compulsory  purchase  powers  where  owners 
fail  to  improve  property  voluntarily  in  an  improvement  area. 

The  powers  available  to  the  Local  Authority  to  compel  a 
Landlord  to  install  standard  amenities  on  the  application  of  the 
tenant  in  the  case  of  a single  dwelling  have  been  retained.  This 
power  is  rarely  used  and  during  1975  no  applications  from  tenants  were 
received. 


GRANTS  FOR  THE  IliPROVEMENT  OF  OLD  HOUSES 

The  Council  has  continued  to  make  Discretionary  and 
Standard  Grants  for  the  improvement  of  old  houses  and  the  Public 
Health  Department  is  responsible  for  the  considerable  amount  of 
administrative  work  attached  to  the  operation  of  these  schemes.  The 
Public  Health  Inspectors  made  222  visits  during  the  year  to  advise 
applicants  on  proposals  or  to  inspect  works  in  progress  or  completed. 

Legislation 

A thorough  and  self-contained  code  for  grant-aided 
improvement  and  conversion  of  houses  came  into  operation  on  the  25th 
August,  1969  under  the  Housing  Act,  I969.  The  code  provides 
flexibility  to  deal  with  a wide  range  of  house  conditions,  and  a 
minimum  of  statutory  requirements;  as  much  as  possible  is  left  to  the 
local  authority's  judgment.  The  upper  limit  for  Discretionary 
Improvement  Grants  is  £1,000  (£1,200  for  conversions)  and  £200  for 
Standard  Grants  (£450  in  the  case  of  higher  limit  Standard  Grants). 

A special  grant  is  available  to  enable  grant-aid  to  be  made  towards 
the  provision  of  amenities  in  houses  in  multi-occupation.  Improvement 
grant  is  now  available  to  cover  repairs  and  replacements  needed  for  the 
purpose  of  making  fully  effective  other  improvements  carried  out  at 
the  same  time. 
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Scope  of  Grant-Aided  Work 


The  greater  discretion  allowed  in  recent  years  has  enabled 
local  authorities  to  make  grants  available  for  a much  wider  range  of 
improvements  than  was  possible  when  Government  restrictions  applied. 
The  Council  has  ruled,  for  example,  that  the  expenses  of  connecting 
dwellings  to  a public  sewer  in  place  of  septic  tank  or  cesspool 
drainage  may  qualify  for  grant-aid  even  where  this  is  the  only  work 
being  carried  out.  Information  about  this  provision  for  grant-aid 
has  been  sent  to  owners  of  all  dwellings  in  the  Botley  and  Lye  Green 
areas  where  a new  main  drainage  scheme  is  in  progress.  During  the 
year  there  were  thirty-five  applications  approved  for  grant-aid 
towards  costs  of  sewer  connections, 

Grant-Aided  Improvements  in  1975 

In  the  year  Tinder  review,  a total  of  81  applications  for 
both  types  of  grant  were  received  as  against  42  in  the  previous  year. 
Details  are  given  in  the  tables  follov/ing  : 


STANDARD  GRANTS 


Owner/O coupler 

Other 

All 

appli- 

cations 

Standard 

Standard 

5 

point 

5 

point 

5 

point 

3 

point 

Total 

Applications  pending; 

1.1.73 

1 

1 

Applications  received 

3 

- 

2 

- 

5 

Applications  approved 

4 

- 

2 

- 

6 

Applications  pending: 

31.12.75 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Applications  refused 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Applications  withdrawn 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dwellings  improved 

5 

- 

1 

- 

6 

I 
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Amount  paid  in  grants 

£1,247.70 

Average  grant  per  house 

£208.00 

Number  of  amenities  provided 

fixed  bath  or  shower 

5 

wash-hand  basin 

6 

hot  water  supply 

@ 5 points 

3 

@ 2 points 

3 

inside  v/ater  closet 

- 

In  the  years  1959  to  1973  inclusive,  a total  of  149 
applications  for  Standard  Grants  have  been  received,  of  v;hich  137 
have  been  approved,  I50  of  the  schemes  have  been  completed. 

DISCEETIONARY  IMPROVEMENT  GRAM'S 


Owner/Occupier 

Other 

Total 

Applications  Pending  1.1.73 

2 

2 

4 

Applications  Received 

59 

17 

‘76 

Applications  Approved 

45 

13 

58 

Applications  Refused 

3 

1 

4 

Applications  Withdrawn 

2 

5 

7 

Applications  Pending  31.12.73 

11 

- 

11 

Dwellin'^s  Improved  or  formed 
by  conversion 

35 

4 

39 

Amount  paid  in  grants  £2 3*848 *20 

Average  per  house  £611.49 

Since  1954*  415  applications  for  Discretionary  improvement 
grants  have  been  received  and  of  these  378  have  been  approved,  298 
of  the  schemes  have  been  completed, 

IMPROVEMEM  OF  PRE-WAR  COUNCIL  HOUSES 


In  addition  to  malcing  grants  to  the  ovmers  of  private 
dwellings,  the  Coimcil  are  also  proceeding  with  schemes  of  improvement 
and  modernisation  of  their  own  property.  As  far  back  as  1958,  they 
approved  schemes  for  471  dwellings  out  of  529  properties  built  before 
1946.  The  work  is  made  more  difficult  due  to  the  wide  variety  of 
house  types;  46  different  layouts  for  pre-war  properties  alone. 


The  proposed  schemes  of  improvement  provide  all  the  houses 
with  amenities  of  a standard  equivalent  to  that  of  post-war  properties. 
Hot  water  supply  is  provided  by  means  of  a back  boiler,  independent 
boiler  or  immersion  heater,  according  to  type,  whilst  in  certain 
instances,  additional  improvement  is  effected  by  the  re-arrangement 
of  sculleries,  larders  and  coal  stores. 

In  several  of  the  older  types,  a considerably  improved 
layout  is  obtained  by  demolishing  the  ground  floor  bathrooms  and  W.C. 
and  constructing  a new  bathroom  and  W.C.  on  the  first  floor  by 
partitioning  off  a section  of  a large  bedroom.  A modem  electrical 
installation,  incorporating  ring  mains  with  adequate  socket  outlets, 
is  also  provided. 

In  dxily  1973  the  Council  received  grant  approval  and  loan 
consent  for  the  improvement  of  55  houses.  This  represented  Stage  I 
of  a programme  to  deal  with  the  remaining  178  pre-war  properties  in 
need  of  extensive  modernisation.  A contract  for  the  improvement  of 
the  first  21  houses  was  given  to  a private  firm  of  contractors  and 
work  started  in  January  1974o 

In  addition,  work  has  continued  on  the  installation  of 
central  heating  in  elderly  persons  bungalows  on  post-war  estates. 

HOUSING  REPAIRS 

The  Housing  Act,  19^9  as  well  as  encouraging  the  repair  of 
houses  by  making  grant-aid  available  for  certain  works  carried  out 
with  improvements  has  introduced  a new  power  to  require  the  repair 
of  houses  which  are  not  yet  unfit.  Up  to  now  the  powers  in  the 
Housing  Act,  1957  have  dealt  with  only  the  works  required  to  make 
unfit  houses  fit  for  human  habitation.  The  new  power  may  be  used 
where  substantial  repairs  are  needed  to  bring  the  house  up  to  a 
reasonable  standard  having  regard  to  its  age,  character  and  locality. 

No  routine  house-to-house  inspection  of  dwelling  houses  was 
carried  out  dtiring  the  year  and  there  were  few  reports  received  from 
tenants  about  defects. 

Rent  of  Dwellings  in  good  repair  and  provided  with  standard  amenities; 

Controlled  and  Regulated  Tenancies 

In  August,  1972,  the  proced\ire  for  converting  into 
regulated  tenancies,  by  the  issue  of  qualification  certificates,  those 
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controlled  tenancies  which  reach  the  qualifying  standard  of  amenity 
and  repair,  was  modified  hy  the  Housing  Finance  Act,  1972.  This 
Act  also  provided  for  a staged  programme  for  converting  the  remaining 
controlled  tenancies  other  than  those  of  dwellings  formally 
classified  as  unfit. 

The  chief  responsibility  of  local  authorities  in  relation 
to  these  rent  provisions  is  to  deal  with  applications  for  qualification 
certificates  relating  to  the  state  of  the  dwelling  when  it  is  let  on  a 
controlled  tenancy.  There  are  two  types  of  case:  the  first  is  where 
the  dwelling  is  to  be  provided  with  some  or  all  of  the  standard 
amenities;  the  second  is  where  the  dwelling  already  has  all  the 
standard  amenities.  A booklet  explaining  the  provisions  is  available 
in  the  Department  and  has  been  distributed  to  landlords  and  tenants 
concerned. 


No  further  applications  for  qualification  certificates  were 
received  in  1975  and  only  one  certificate  was  issued,  this  being  in 
respect  of  a property  where  improvements  had  been  carried  out. 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  procedure  in  19^9 > 27 
qualification  certificates  have  been  issued.  This  small  number  would 
appear  to  indicate  that  the  procedure  for  decontrol  did  not  appeal  to 
landlords  - most  likely  because  the  properties  were  in  disrepair  or 
lacked  amenities  and  the  prospect  of  a rent  increase  did  not  provide 
sufficient  incentive  to  expend  on  extensive  repair  and  improvement 
works . 


Since  the  modified  procedure  under  the  1972  Act  came  into 
operation,  landlords  also  had  the  option  of  waiting  for  decontrol  of 
their  dwellings  under  the  general  programme  according  to  the  rateable 
values.  A large  proportion  of  the  rented  property  in  the  Chesham  area 
was  in  the  higher  rateable  values  concerned  and  were  due  to  become 
regulated  tenancies  during  1973  cu*  early  1974.  Unfortunately  for 
landlords,  counter  inflation  measures  imposed  a standstill  on  rents 
which  remained  controlled. 

HOUSES  IN  MULTI -OCCUPATION 


The  Housing  Acts,  I96I  and  1964»  strengthened  by  new 
provisions  in  the  Housing  Act,  19^9 i have  given  local  authorities 
extensive  powers  to  control  houses  which  are  in  multiple-occupation. 
Suitable  and  sufficient  services  and  amenities  may  be  required 
together  with  provision  for  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 
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The  number  of  occupants  may  be  limited  according  to  the  accommodation 
or  facilities  available.  Where  management  standards  are  bad  a code 
of  management  may  be  applied  and  in  extreme  cases  local  authorities 
may  take  over  the  property  under  control  orders. 

During  the  year  one  landlord  of  a m\ilti-occupied  house  was 
prosecuted  for  failure  to  comply  with  a Notice  requiring  the 
improvement  of  facilities.  The  Court  imposed  a fine  of  £20.00  with 
£10,00  costs. 

It  was  not  possible  to  carry  out  any  fxarther  inspection 
during  1975  due  to  the  pressure  of  other  duties, 

COUNCIL  HOUSING  IN  CHESHAM 

During  1973  the  Council  rehoused  109  families  including  75 
exchanges.  Since  1946  Chesham  Council  have  provided  alternative 
housing  accommodation  for  3»3l6  families,  and  the  following  details  of 
the  number  of  new  dwellings  erected  in  the  post-war  period  are  of 
interest. 


Year 

Temporary 

Bungalows 

Houses 

Plats 

O.A.P. 

Bunga- 
lows & 
Flatlets 

Council 

Totals 

Houses  Erected  by 

Private 

Enterprise 

Housing 

Assocs, 

1946/ 

1930 

35 

186 

56 

257 

85 

- 

1951/ 

1955 

- 

255 

86 

40 

359 

229 

10 

1956/ 

I960 

- 

126 

129 

- 

255 

1,109 

22 

1961/ 

1965 

- 

82 

32 

37 

151 

842 

- 

1966/ 

1970 

- 

159 

59 

- 

218 

413 

- 

1971 

1 

1 

26 

1972 

- 

55 

15 

- 

70 

24 

- 

1973 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

28 

- 

Total 

35 

841 

358 

77 

1311 

2,756 

32 
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87  Council  dwellings  were  under  construction  at  the  end  of 
the  year  (55  O.A.P.  flatlets  included  in  this  figiare  were  taken  over 
in  January  and  February  of  1974).  Dwellings  \mder  private 
construction  at  the  end  of  the  year  numbered  92. 

Housing  Needs 

The  waiting  list  of  applicants  for  Council  accommodation 
which  is  restricted  to  persons  who  reside  or  work  in  the  Town, 
numbered  539  in  December,  1975*  This  number  compares  with  572  in  the 
previous  year.  The  1973  figure  includes  73  applications  from  elderly 
persons  or  couples. 

CARAVAN  SITES 


Only  three  licences  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of 
Development  Act,  I960,  were  in  operation  during  the  year.  These  sites 
were  occupied  by  single  caravans  only  and  the  Licence  conditions, 
although  based  on  the  model  standards,  were  suitably  modified  to  take 
account  of  the  temporary  nature  of  the  sites. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Under  this  Act  it  is  the  duty  of  the  local  authority  to  take 
such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure,  as  far  as  practicable,  that 
their  district  is  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice. 

The  Council's  duties  are  carried  out  by  one  full-time  Rodent 
Officer  v/orking  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 
His  time  is  divided  between  surveys  and  treatments  of  all  types  of 
premises,  including  farms.  Surveys  are  carried  out  as  a result  of 
notification  by  occupiers  or  in  the  course  of  the  general  inspection  of 
the  District,  The  table  following  shows  that  I50  premises  were 
inspected  as  a result  of  notifications,  and  that  1,319  properties  were 
inspected  in  the  course  of  routine  surveys. 

The  majority  of  infestations  discovered  are  treated  by  the 
Rodent  Officer,  only  a few  occupiers  preferring  to  carry  out  their  own 
treatments.  Treatments  at  all  types  of  premises  are  free  of  charge, 
encouraging  the  co-operation  of  occupiers  to  report  infestations. 

No  notices  under  the  Act  were  served  during  the  year. 

No  test  baiting  of  the  Council's  sewers  was  carried  out  in 
1973  but  was  planned  for  early  1974. 
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A stumnary  of  action  taken  during  the  year  is  given  below  : 


PROPERTIES  OTHER 

THAN  SEINERS 

TYPE  OP  PROPERTY 

NON 

AGRICULTURAL 

AGRICULTURAL 

Nvunber  of  properties  in 

district  (l.4*73) 

8,569 

39 

Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following 
notification 

150 

Number  infested  by 

(i)  Rats 

54 

- 

(ii)  Mice 

17 

— 

Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats/and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification 

1,289 

30 

Number  infested  by 

(i)  Rats 

18 

- 

(ii)  Mice 

1 

- 

Total  number  of  properties 
where  treatment  for  rats 
and/or  mice  has  been 
completed 

71 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTEIBR  FILLING  MTERIALS  ACT,  I96I 

The  purpose  of  this  Act  is  to  ensure  that  rag  flock  and 
other  filling  materials  used  in  the  manvifacture  of  furniture, 
bedding,  soft  toys,  etc.,  are  of  a satisfactory  standard  of 
cleanliness.  Where  such  articles  are  manufactured,  the  Act  provides 
for  registration  of  the  premises.  No  premises  in  Chesham  are  at 
present  registered  under  the  Act, 
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE  COUITTY  COUNCIL  ACT,  1957 

Rei^istration  of  Hairdressers  and  Barbers 


Occupiers  of  24  premises  at  which  the  business  of 
hairdresser  or  barber  is  carried  on  are  registered  under  Section 
52  of  the  Buckinghamshire  County  Council  Act,  1957 • 

Byelaws  as  to  hairdressers  and  barbers  came  into  operation 
on  the  1st  October,  1958«  These  byelaws  make  provision  for  securing 
the  cleanliness  of  premises,  of  equipment  used  and  of  persons  working 
on  the  premises. 

V/ELFARE  OF  ANIMALS 


In  recent  years  three  Acts  of  Parliament  have  given  local 
authorities  duties  in  relation  to  the  health  and  welfare  of  animals. 
These  Acts  are  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 » the  Animal  Boarding 
Establishments  Act,  I963,  and  the  Riding  Establishments  Ac t_,  1964* 

The  two  former  are  administered  by  the  District  Council  and  the  latter 
by  the  Bucks  Coimty  Council. 

Since  March,  I966,  Mr.  David  D.  Unv/in,  B, Vet. Med.,  M.R.C.V.S., 
has  carried  out  the  inspection  of  premises  and  animals  under  the  Acts 
enforced  by  the  Co\mcil.  Administrative  provisions  are  dealt  with 
by  the  Public  Health  Department. 

(a)  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

This  Act  regulates  the  conditions  in  which  pet  animals  are 
kept  pending  sale.  It  provides  for  the  licensing  of  premises  from 
which  pet  animals  are  sold  and  empowers  a Local  Authority  to  make 
conditions  regarding  the  housing  and  care  of  the  pets. 

There  are  two  licensed  pet  shops  and  one  licensed  wholesaler 
of  goldfish  and  tortoises  in  the  Tovm.  The  conditions  attached  to 
the  licences  have  been  complied  with, 

(b)  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  19^3 

This  Act  provides  for  a system  of  licensing  and  inspection  bv 
local  authorities  of  any  establishment  at  which  a business  of  providing 
accommodation  for  cats  and  dogs  is  carried  on. 

One  licence  has  been  in  operation  during  the  year  in  respect 
of  premises  accommodating  40  dogs  and  40  cats.  Satisfactory 
conditions  have  been  maintained. 


82. 

bU. 


THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  I96I 


The  CoTincil  are  responsible  for  enforcing  certain  provisions 
of  the  Factories  Act  relating  to  health,  and  annexed  to  this  report 
are  tables  giving  particiilars  of  the  visits  made  to  factories  by  Pubi  ic 
Health  Inspectors  and  the  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Plans  of  new  factories  are  examined  in  the  Public  Health 
Department  and  appropriate  comments  are  passed  to  the  architects 
concerned  with  a view  to  ensuring  that  sanitary  conveniences  and  other 
provisions  as  to  health  meet  with  the  statutory  requirements. 

The  principal  industries  in  which  local  factories  are  engaged 
are  indicated  by  the  list  following  ; 

Factories  (No  Mechanical  Power) 

Descaling  fluid  1 

Car  accessories  1 

Factories  (With  Power) 


Light  engineering  20 
Woodware,  joinery  and  sawmills  I4 
Motor  vehicle  repairs  I5 
Printers  10 
Brushware  3 
Food  manufacture  and  packing  5 
Aircraft  seats  4 
Foundries  2 
Injection  moulding  4 
Boot  mantifact'urers  3 
Instruattat  manufacturers  4 
Shoe  repairs  1 
Furnittire  6 
Scrap  sorting  and  packing  1 
Radio  and  T.V,  repairs  1 
Gas  and  electricity  suppliers  1 
Tailors  1 
Other  industries  31 
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Outworkers 


Under  Section  135  of  the  Factories  Act,  I96I,  the  occupier 
of  every  factory  employing  outworkers  in  certain  specified  classes 
of  work  must  send  to  the  District  Council  during  the  months  of 
February  and  August  of  each  year  a list  showing  all  the  outworkers 
employed  by  him  during  the  previous  six  months,  A table  showing 
the  persons  employed  as  outworkers  in  the  specified  trades  in  Chesham 
is  annexed  to  the  report, 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AM)  RAILWAY  PRETilSES  ACT,  1963 

The  Act,  which  came  into  force  during  1964»  makes  provi-ion 
for  securing  the  safety,  health  and  v/elfare  of  persons  employed  to 
work  in  offices,  shops  and  certain  railway  premises.  The  Council 
are  responsible  for  enforcing  the  general  provisions  of  the  Act  in 
most  of  the  office  and  shop  premises  in  the  Chesham  Urban  District. 

H.M,  Inspectors  of  Factories  enforce  the  general  provisions  of  the 
Act  in  railway  premises,  in  fuel  storage  depots  on  railway  land  and  in 
factory  offices.  In  addition,  they  are  responsible  for  premises  owned 
or  occupied  by  the  Crown  and  those  occupied  by  local  authorities. 

The  fire  provisions  of  the  Act  are,  at  most  premises  in  the  District, 
enforced  by  the  Buckinghamshire  County  Council. 

Administration  of  the  Act 


The  Council's  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  responsible 
for  administration  of  the  Authority's  functions  under  the  Act. 

Registration  of  Premises 

Section  49  of  "the  Act  requires  occupiers  of  premises  within 
scope  to  register  them  with  the  appropriate  authority.  Fifteen 
premises  v/ere  newly  registered  with  the  Coxmcil  dioring  the  year.  The 
total  number  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  216,  an 
increase  of  5 on  the  corresponding  figure  for  1972. 

Except  for  the  miiltiple  concerns  few  new  employers  appear  to 
be  aware  of  their  responsibility  to  register  \mder  the  Act.  Whenever 
possible  steps  are,  therefore,  taken  to  locate  and  identify  new 
businesses  or  changes  of  occupiers  as  a matter  of  priority.  Forms 
of  registration  are  provided  and  guidance  offered  on  the  operation  of 
the  Act, 
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Inspection  of  Premises 
(a)  Inspection  Arranf;ements 


The  system  of  inspection  of  premises  in  Chesham  was  described 
in  some  detail  in  an  earlier  report.  Briefly,  the  system  provides  for 
all  registered  premises  to  receive  one  general  inspection  every  three 
years.  Bue  to  pressure  of  other  work  in  the  Department,  it  was  not 
possible  to  maintain  inspections  at  this  rate  during  the  year. 

(b)  Inspections  dinring  1973 

During  1975 » 52  premises  received  a general  inspection  and  the 
total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  to  registered  premises  (including 
general  inspections)  was  62. 

Operation  and  General  Provisions  of  the  Act 

During  1975  a total  of  28  v/ritten  notices  notifying  47 
contraventions  were  sent  out  to  the  persons  responsible.  The  most 
frequently  occurring  contraventions  were  a failure  to  register  under 
the  Act  and  failure  to  provide  employees  with  information  about  the  Act, 

An  analysis  of  the  total  contraventions  recorded  during  the 
year  is  given  below  : 

Analysis  of  Contraventions  of  the  Act 

Number  of  Contraventions 

Section  found  and  notified  to 

of  Act  Subject  owners  or  occupiers 


4 

Cleanliness  of  rooms  and  furnishings 

1 

6 

Temperature  of  workrooms 

2 

9 

Provision  and  maintenance  of  sanitary 

conveniences 

5 

16 

Safety  of  floors,  passages,  and  stairs 

5 

17 

Fencing  of  exposed  parts  of  machinery 

1 

24 

First  Aid  materials 

4 

49 

Failure  to  register  under  the  Act 

17 

50 

Information  for  Employees 

9 

Other  matters 

5 

Total 

47 

Since  I964  when  the  Act  came  into  operation  552  informal  notices 
have  been  served.  At  the  end  of  1975»  H notices  had  not  been  complied 
with.  All  these  outstanding  notices  ■were  of  recent  service. 
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Accidents 


Section  48  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act, 
1965  requires  occupiers  of  premises  which  are  subject  to  the  Act  to 
report  any  accident  which  causes  the  death  of  an  employee,  or  disables 
an  employee  from  doing  his  normal  work  for  more  than  three  days. 
Reports  of  accidents  must  be  submitted  to  the  Authority  on  the 
prescribed  form  O.S,R,2. 

There  were  eight  accidents  notified  dinring  the  period 
covered  by  this  report. 

Details  of  the  accidents  reported  in  1973  are  summarised 

below. 


Age 

' Sex 

Cause  of  Accident 

Injury  Received 

15 

M 

Cut  whilst  handling  meat 

Lacerated  finger 

21 

M 

Slipped  whilst  using  floor 
polisher 

Strained  back 

46 

M 

Cut  whilst  handling  goods 

Lacerated  hand 

32 

P 

Slipped  on  floor 

Strained  neck 

43 

M 

Cut  whilst  operating  bandsaw 

Cut  thumb  turned 
septic 

16 

P 

Spilt  hot  water  from  kettle 

Btims  to  abdomen 

52 

P 

Slipped  on  stairs 

Sprained  ankle 

22 

M 

Pell  through  skylight  on  roof 

Broken  ankle 

Prosecutions 


No  legal  proceedings  for  offences  \xnder  the  Act  were 
instituted  by  the  Council  during  the  year. 

Ten  Years  On 


It  is  now  10  years  since  the  Act  became  law.  With  proposals 
for  a new  Safety  and  Health  at  Work  Bill  which  will  be  comprehensive, 
the  Act  is  likely  to  be  repealed  and  replaced  by  new  legislation  within 
the  foreseeable  future.  It  is,  therefore,  an  opportune  time  to  review 
the  achievements  of  the  past  10  years  and  to  touch  on  the  problems 
remaining. 
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There  has  xmdoubtedly  been  a marked  improvement  in  the 
standard  of  facilities  provided  in  offices  and  shops,  particulaxly 
in  the  provision  of  wash-hand  basins  with  hot  and  cold  water  supplies 
and  of  suitable  and  adequate  sanitary  conveniences « The  means  of 
maintaining  comfortable  room  temperatures  have  also  been  greatly 
Improved  in  many  places.  Beyond  the  provision  of  these  facilities 
and  others  of  relatively  minor  consequence,  such  as  First  Aid  Boxes, 
the  main  effect  of  the  Act  has  been  to  secxrre  the  remedy  of  defects 
or  conditions  likely  to  cause  injury  or  interfere  with  the  welfare 
of  employees.  For  example,  the  provision  of  guards  on  dangerous 
machinery  and  the  remedy  of  defective  structural  conditions  have  been 
carried  out  by  numerous  shop  and  office  employers.  Although  the 
Act  has  made  employers  more  safety  conscious,  too  little  attention 
is  still  paid  to  this  aspect  of  work  in  shops  and  offices.  This 
results  from  ignorance  of  the  dangers  in  some  cases;  in  others 
there  appears  to  be  a plain  disregard  for  the  subject.  It  is  thought 
that  not  all  employers  are  notifying  accidents  when  required  to  do  so. 
More  publicity  will  have  to  be  given  to  this  matter. 

Whilst  new  office  and  shop  development  has  been  on  a 
comparatively  small  scale  in  Chesham,  most  of  the  examples  completed 
have  shown  that  in  the  design  of  new  premises  Architects  have  little 
scope  for  the  provision  of  staff  facilities  of  a high  standard  after 
satisfying  the  demands  for  working  and  display  areas.  Such  facilities 
as  are  provided  often  appear  to  be  installed  as  an  afterthought.  In 
general,  insufficient  consideration  is  given  to  the  provision  of 
adequate  storage  space. 

A good  deal  of  work  has  been  done  by  Public  Health 
Inspectors  in  advising  Architects  and  others  concerned  with  the 
development  of  office  and  shop  premises.  Unfortvmately  the 
opportunity  to  comment  on  proposals  is  often  not  given  until  a late 
stage  in  the  planning  of  the  buildings  when  only  minor  improvements 
can  be  achieved.  Another  factor  which  adversely  affects  the  design 
of  new  premises  is  that  many  offices  and  shops  are  built  to  let  and 
are  not  designed  for  a specific  business  or  occupier.  This  leads  to 
obvious  difficulties,  firstly  when  deciding  the  minimum  facilities  and 
equipment  needed  for  any  type  of  business  and  later  when  the  building 
has  to  be  adapted  for  the  particular  purposes  of  the  tenant. 
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On  the  whole  the  operation  and  enforcement  of  the  Act  has 
worked  smoothly  and  compared  with  the  introduction  of  new  legislation 
in  other  fields,  problems  have  been  few  and  of  no  great  magnitude. 
Locally  the  chief  difficulty  has  been  the  one  of  maintaining  the  planned 
programme  of  regular  inspections.  For  long  periods  there  have  been 
staff  shortages  and  pressure  of  other  duties,  leading  to  serious 
disruption  of  this  work.  It  is  hoped  that  the  re-organisation  of 
local  government  in  1974  will  provide  a service  where  adequate  staff 
are  always  available  for  this  routine  but  important  duty.  The 
proposed  structure  of  the  Public  Health  Department  of  the  new  Chiltem 
District  Council  makes  provision  for  such  staff  but  it  remains  to  be 
seen  whether  they  will,  in  fact,  be  available  at  the  time. 

Prescribed  Particulars 


The  appendix  to  the  report  contains  the  following  tables, 
giving  the  prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Act, 

TABLE  A - Registrations  and  General  Inspections 

TABLE  B - Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors 
to  registered  premises. 


TABLE  C - Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered 
premises  by  workplace. 

TABLE  D - Exemptions 

TABLE  E - Prosecutions 

TABLE  F - Staff 
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INSPECTION  MD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


MILK 


Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Reflations « 1939 

Since  1949 » the  duties  of  local  authorities  have  been 
concerned  mainly  with  the  enforcement  of  provisions  relating  to 
the  distribution  of  milk  and  its  handling  and  treatment  at 
premises  other  than  dairy  farms.  The  provisions  with  regard  to 
the  infection  of  milk  with  diseases  communicable  to  man  are  also 
the  responsibility  of  local  authorities. 

One  shopkeeper,  intending  to  sell  either  ’pasteurised* 
or  'ultra-heat  treated'  milk  in  bottles  or  cartons  and  one  garage 
shop  selling  'ultra-heat  treated'  milk,  were  newly  registered  as 
milk  distributors  dviring  the  year,  A total  of  15  milk 
distributors  and  one  dairy  are  registered  in  the  Urban  District, 

One  producer/retailer  operates  from  premises  in  the  District, 

Milk  supplies  are  sampled  regularly  by  Officers  of  the 
Bucks,  County  Council  and  tested  for  both  compositional  and 
bacteriological  quality. 

Tests  to  check  the  cleansing  of  milk  bottles  at  the  local 
dairy  are  arranged  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors, 

Dviring  the  year  5 batches  of  6 washed  milk  bottles  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  One  batch  gave  unsatisfactory  results  and  following 
investigations  and  examination  of  the  machine  washer  follow  up 
samples  all  gave  satisfactory  results. 

Prosecutions 


Following  a complaint  by  a customer  during  November  the 
Council  took  legal  proceedings  against  the  local  dairy  for  using  a 
dirty  milk  bottle.  The  case  was  proved  and  the  Court  imposed  a 
fine  of  £50  and  costs  of  £17.20,  Pleading  in  mitigation,  the 
dairy  drew  attention  to  the  often  appalling  condition  of  bottles 
returned  to  the  dairy  after  misuse  by  customers  and  produced 
examples. 


Milk  Supplies  - Brucella  Abortus 

No  action  to  deal  with  infected  supplies  of  milk  was 
necessary  diiring  the  year. 
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ICE-CREAM 


The  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc,)  Refflilations,  1959  Sc  1963 

The  Regulations  control  the  treatment  of  ice-cream  during 
maniifacture  and  until  sale.  No  ice-cream  is  man\ifactured  in  the 
District  and  the  ice-cream  sold  from  the  shops  is  of  the  pre-packed 
variety  supplied  hy  large  firms  distributing  on  a national  scale. 

The  vehicles  from  which  ice-cream  is  sold  are  also  operated  by  firms 
whose  premises  are  situated  outside  the  District. 

No  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination  during  1973* 

FOOD  HYGIENE 


The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1970 

These  Regulations  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  March,  1971 • 
They  consolidated  previous  regulations  and  introduced  some  minor 
improvements , 

(a)  Food  Businesses 

The  table  following  shows  the  categories  of  trade  carried  on 
in  the  food  premises  in  the  District  subject  to  these  Regulations. 


Principal  Business 

No. 

Grocery 

30 

Greengrocery 

11 

Butchers 

11 

Wet  Fish 

1 

Fish  Prying 

5 

Bakers 

4 

Sweet  Shops 

14 

Catering 

12 

Canteens 

10 

School  Meals 

8 

Manuf  ac  tur  ing 

3 

Licensed  Premises 

22 

Clubs,  Halls 

13 

Warehouses 

2 

Poultiry  Dressing 

2 

Total 

148 
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(b)  Inspection  of  Food  Premises 


The  inspection  of  premises  where  food  is  stored,  manufactured 
or  sold  continues  to  be  an  important  duty  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors.  Visits  are  made  to  all  such  premises  and  those  with  a 
record  of  poor  hygiene  are  given  frequent  inspections. 

264  visits  were  made  to  premises  subject  to  the  Regulations. 
On  28  occasions  written  notices  detailing  82  infringements  found  were 
sent  to  the  persons  responsible.  The  matters  concerned  are  summarised 
below. 


Regulation 

Subject  of  Infringement 

No.  of  Cases 

7 

Dirty  equipment 

5 

9 

Pood  exposed  to  contamination 

10 

16 

Defective  or  dirty  sanitary 

conveniences 

6 

18 

Defective  or  deficient  washing 

facilities 

15 

21 

Defective  or  deficient  washing 

facilities  for  food  and  equipment 

3 

25 

Inadequate  ventilation  in  food  rooms 

1 

25 

Pood  rooms  dirty  or  in  disrepair 

29 

- 

Miscellaneous 

17 

Total 

82 

During  a year  in  which  press\ire  of  work  in  other  directions 
was  great,  a programme  of  routine  visits  and  inspections  was  not 
maintained  at  the  desirable  level.  As  so  often  emphasised  in  this 
Report  regular  and  thorough  inspection  of  all  food  premises  at  frequent 
intervals  is  essential  in  order  to  maintain  and  improve  the  standards 
of  hygiene  in  the  town's  food  shops. 

(c)  The  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  & Delivery  Vehicles) 

Regulations,  1§^ 

These  Regulations  lay  down  requirements  as  to  food  hygiene  in 
respect  of  markets,  stalls  and  delivery  vehicles.  Although  the 
Regulations  have  been  in  operation  for  7 years  many  persons  affected 
still  appear  ignorant  of  their  requirements.  lidienever  possible  the 
opportunity  is  taken  to  distribute  explanatory  leaflets  on  the 
Regtilations  and  to  otherwise  give  guidance  to  those  concerned. 
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Visits  are  made  to  food  stalls  sot  up  at  travel  lin,"  fairs 
to  ensure  that  they  comply  with  the  Regailations.  In  addition,  mobile 

shops  and  ice-cream  vendors  are  inspected  whenever  possible. 

(d.)  Poultry  Inspection 

The  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Druf^s  Act,  1955 » and  the 
Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1970,  apply  to  premises  at  v/hich 
poultry  are  processed  for  sale  and  local  authorities  are  responsible 
for  seeing  that  the  Act  and  Regulations  are  complied  with.  There  are 
no  large  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  District,  but 
processing  on  a small  scale  is  carried  on  at  two  premises.  The 
premises  used  do  not  comply  fully  with  the  hygienic  requirements  of  the 
Regulations  and  warnings  have  been  given  to  the  respective  traders. 

In  one  case  proposals  have  been  submitted  for  setting  up  alternative 
premises  at  an  entirely  new  site  and  appropriate  advice  has  been  given 
on  the  setting  up  of  this  new  establishment.  In  the  other  case  the 
producer  is  still  giving  the  matter  serious  consideration.  Proposals 
for  bringing  the  premises  up  to  the  required  standard  are  awaited. 

No  inspection  of  poultry  at  the  premises  has  been  carried  out 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

REGISTRATION  OF  PREMISES  USED  FOR  THE  MANUFACTURE. 

STORAGE  OR  SALE  OF  FOOD  UNDER  SECTION  l6  OF  THE 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


Purpose  for  which 
Registered 

Premises 

on 

Register 

1972 

Added  to 
Register 
1973 

Removed 

from 

Register 

1973 

Total 

on 

Register 

31.12.73 

Sale  and  storage 
of  ice-cream 

55 

1 

3 

53 

Manufacture  of 
ice-cream 

* 

2 

- 

- 

* 

2 

Manufacture  of 
preserved  food 

25 

1 

- 

26 

Fish  Frying 

5 

1 

1 

5 

TOTALS 

87 

3 

4 

86 

* No  ice-cream  was  manufactured  at  these  premises  in  197^. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


Since  September,  1959 » no  slaughtering  has  taken  place  in 

Ghesham, 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

The  following  details  are  extracted  from  the  Register  of 
Slaughtermen; 

Number  of  Slaughtermen  on  Register  at 


51st  December,  1972  - 2 

Applications  for  Licences  considered 
during  1973  - 0 

Applications  for  Renewals  considered 
during  1973  " 2 

Number  of  Slaughtermen  on  Register 
at  31st  December,  1973  - 2 


INSPECTION  OP  FOOD 


The  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  gives  local  authorities  wide 
powers  to  deal  with  offences  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  food. 

Section  2 of  the  Act  deals  with  food  not  of  the  nature,  or  substance, 
or  quality  demanded.  Where  there  is  a danger  to  health,  or  where 
it  appears  that  the  offence  is  local  in  character,  e,g.  the  sale  of 
moiildy  food  by  a shopkeeper,  as  the  result  of  poor  stock  control,  the 
matter  is  dealt  with  by  this  Authority,  In  certain  instances 
complaints  falling  under  this  Section  are  passed  to  the  Chief  Inspector 
of  the  Bucks.  County  Council  which  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for 
this  district.  The  sale  or  exposure  for  sale  of  food  unfit  for  human 
consumption  is  covered  by  Section  8 of  the  Act,  and  all  cases  are 
handled  by  this  Council's  Public  Health  Department, 

Complaints 

59  complaints  relating  to  food  were  received  during  the 
year,  3 of  these  were  passed  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Bucks. 
County  Council,  The  remaining  3^  cases  v/ere  investigated  by  the 
Council's  Public  Health  Inspectors, 

The  complaints  covered  a wide  range  - from  maggots  in 
apricot  pxilp  to  stones  and  glass  in  imported  "washed"  sultanas. 

There  were  very  few  complaints  (4  only)  relating  to  mouldy  foods 
compared  vath  previous  years.  It  is  hoped  that  this  dovmward  trend 
will  continue. 

17  complaints  related  to  foreign  matter  in  food  and  the 
remainder  concerned  food  which  was  unsound  or  of  poor  quality. 
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Le^al  Proceedings 


Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  respect  of  five  of 
the  above  complaints  and  fines  and  costs  totalling  £l67.20  v;ere 
imposed  by  the  local  magistrates  in  respect  of  four  of  the  cases 
which  were  found  proved.  These  fo'ur  cases  which  were  all  taken 
under  Section  2 of  the  Act,  involved  - 

(1)  An  uncut  loaf  of  bread  containing  a yeast 
wrapper; 

(2)  A sliced  loaf  of  bread  containing  a potato 
crisp  packet; 

(3)  Chips  containing  a piece  of  glass,  sold  from 
a fish  and  chip  shop; 

(4)  A packet  of  natural  wheat  germ  infested  with 
beetles. 

In  the  remaining  case  the  retailers  were  acquitted  after 
submitting  a successful  warranty  defence  in  which  the  manufacturers 
took  full  responsibility  for  the  offence. 

This  latter  incident  concerned  a carton  of  cottage  cheese 
contaminated  with  mould. 

Unsound  Food  Condemned 


A considerable  amount  of  unsotind  food  was  volvintarily 
stirrendered  to  the  Department  by  traders  during  the  year,  details  of 
which  are  set  out  below,  A large  proportion  of  this  was  frozen 
foods  condemned  after  defrosting  due  to  cabinet  breakdowns. 


Meat  at  retail 

premises 

Tons 

Cwts . 

2 

Lbs, 

29 

Canned  Meat 

- 

1 

66 

Frozen  food  due 
breakdown 

to  cabinet 

5 

18 

0 

Other  foods 

5 

1 

0 

Total 

9 

2 
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Disposal  of  Condemned  Foodstuffs 

Condemned  foodstuffs  are  normally  destroyed  by  incineration 
at  the  Council's  plant  in  Latimer  Road,  Chesham, 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 
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PART  VIII  OP  THE  ACT 
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THE  OFFICES « SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  I963 
Prescribed  particulars  to  be  included  in  the  aimtial  report  to  the  Department  of  Employment 
and  Productivity  by  local  authorities  and  the  Greater  London  Council  under  Section  60 
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T^LE  D - EXEMPTIONS 

Part  I - Space  (Section  5(2))  Part  III  - Sanitary  Conveniences  (Section  9) 

Part  II  - Temperature  (Section  6)  Part  IV  - Washing  Facilities  (Section  lO) 
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TABLE  F - STAFF 

Number  of  Inspectors  appointed  \xnder  Section  52  (l)  or  (5)  of  the  Act  - 3 

Number  of  other  staff  employed  for  most  of  their  time  on  work  in 
connection  with  the  Act  - NIL 


ARRANGEMENT  OP  REPORT 


SECTION  1 


Tapie  Nos, 

Forward  by  Dr,  B.Ho  Bume  1 & 2 

General  and  Vital  Statistics  - Amersham  5-5 

General  and  Vital  Statistics  - Ghesham  6 & 7 

Cointy  District  Population  8 

Health  Services 

Hospital  Services  ) 

Laboratory  Facilities) 

Ambulance  Service  ) 9 

Midwifery,  Home  Nursing  Service,  Health  Visiting  10  - 13 

Child  Health  Clinics  14 

Health  Visiting  ) 

Home  Help  Services  ) 

Cervical  Cytology  Clinics  ) 

Mobile  Chest  X-Ray  Service) 

Radiography  ) 15 

School  Health  Service  ) 

Mental  Health  Act  1959  ) 16 

Medical  Comforts  Depot  16  - 18 

Occupational  therapy  18 

Public  Health  Dentistry  19 

National  Assistance  Acts  1948  - 1951 

Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need) 
of  care  and  attention  ) 

Burial  or  Cremation  of  the  Dead  ) 

Old  People's  Welfare  Committees  ) 20-22 

Meals  Service  25 

Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Disease 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  24 

Immunizations  and  Vaccinations  25  26 


SECTION  2 


Pa^e  Nos. 

Public  Health  Committee  Members  28 
Staff  of  Public  Health  Department  29 
Contribution  of  Mr,  P,G,  Caudery,  Chief  Public 


Health  Inspector  50  - 53 
Public  Health  Inspections  54  &■  55 
Siimmary  of  Notices  Served) 

Local  Authority  Housing  ) 56 
Discretionary  Grants  56  & 57 
Standard  Grants  ) 

Qualification  Certificates) 

Sliam  Clearance  ) 57 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  58 
Water  Supply  58  & 59 
Drainage  and  Sewerage  40 
Cesspool  Emptying  Service  ) 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse)  41 
Rodent  Infestation  and  Destruction  41  & 42 
Inspection  and  Supeirvision  of  Pood  45  - 47 


Offices  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  I965 
Slaughterhouse  Act,  1958 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act, 1958 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951  ) 48 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  I965  ) 


Game  Act,  18 5I 

) 

Petroleum  (Regulations)  Acts,  1928  & 1956 

) 

Rag,  Flock  and  other  Pilling  Materials  Act, 

1951  ) 

Bucks  County  Council  Act,  1957 

Factories  Act  I964 

) 

49 

Inspections 

50 

Defects 

51 

Outworkers 

52 

SECTION  3 


Fa^e  Nos, 


Public  Health  Committee  Members  and 

Staff  of  Public  Health  Department  54  & 55 

Contribution  of  Mr.  L.L.D,  Saturley,  Chief 

Public  Health  Inspector  56  - 63 

Public  Health  Inspections  64  & 65 

Insect  Pests  ) 

Stray  Cats  ) 

Abatement  of  Nuisances  by  Informal  Action)  66 

Statutory  Notices  67 

Noise  Abatement  ) 

Clean  Air  ) 68 

Water  Supply  69-72 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  72  ?■  73 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  73 

Slum  Clearance,  The  Improvement  of  Old  Houses  73  ^ 74 

Grants  for  the  Improvement  of  Old  Houses  74  & 75 

Standard  Grants  75  & 76 

Discretionary  Grants  76 

Improvement  of  Pre-War  Comcil  Houses  76  8c  77 

Housing  Repairs  77  & 78 

Houses  in  MirTti -Occupation  78  & 79 

CoTincil  Housing  in  Che  sham  79  80 

Caravan  Sites  80 

Rodent  Control  80  & 81 

Rag,  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  I96I  81 

Buckinghamshire  County  Council  Act,  1959  -) 

Registration  of  Hairdressers  and  Barbers) 

Welfare  of  Animals  ) 82 

The  Factories  Act,  I96I  85  8c  84 

Offices,  Shops  8c  Railway  Premises  Act,  I965  84  - 88 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood  89  - 94 

Annex 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration 

of  the  Factories  Act,  I96I0 

Prescribed  particulars  in  the  Annual  Report 


to  the  Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity 

on  the  administration  of  the  Offices,  Shops 

and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963*  95  - 99 
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